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OCWD SUPPORTS INITIATIVE TO INCREASE CALIFORNIA’S WATER SUPPLY  

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif.  (October 12, 2021) –– As California faces recurring drought, dry 
conditions and challenges to water reliability, the Orange County Water District (OCWD; the 
District) continues to take bold action to implement local water supply projects, as well as 
support the creation of new water supplies throughout the state. Recently, the OCWD Board of 
Directors voted to adopt a resolution to support the proposed Water Infrastructure Funding Act 
of 2022 (Act), an initiative to prioritize spending to increase California’s storage and supply of 
clean, safe drinking water. 

“History will show this initiative to be a legacy moment where Californians came together to 
create a strong and reliable water supply for all people now and to come,” said OCWD Board 
President Steve Sheldon. “The strong bi-partisan support among state legislators is a great 
testament that we are united for this water supply initiative. I am personally thrilled that OCWD 
is the first water district in California to adopt a resolution of support of the Water Infrastructure 
Funding Act of 2022, and there are many more water districts with resolutions of support 
coming soon.” 

Supported by more than two dozen state legislators, the Act calls for two percent of state 
general fund revenues to be annually set aside and allocated towards projects that create 
additional water supply for the state, helping to achieve short and long-term water resiliency.  

The Act directs state leaders to streamline the process to build water supply infrastructure 
projects such as aquifer storage, wastewater recycling, conveyance, surface storage, 
desalination, and water treatment, prioritize the maintenance, repair and upgrading of existing 
infrastructure, and increase the annual sustainable supply of water to California's cities and 
farms by five million acre-feet.  

Robust water supply initiatives and infrastructure investments are necessary to sustain long-
term water reliability for Orange County, and for all of California. Locally, OCWD has already 
invested in maximizing water recycling, increasing stormwater capture, enhancing groundwater 
management, and implementing water quality projects that protect and increase supply. The 
District will continue to do all that it can do support this effort, while also supporting statewide 
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initiatives, such as the Act, that increase water supply, improve aging water infrastructure, and 
construct new means to capture and deliver water to all parts of the state.   

About Orange County Water District  

The Orange County Water District is committed to enhancing Orange County’s groundwater 
quality and reliability in an environmentally friendly and economical manner. The following 
cities rely on the groundwater basin, managed by OCWD, to provide 77% of their water 
demands: Anaheim, Buena Park, Costa Mesa, Cypress, Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Garden 
Grove, Huntington Beach, Irvine, La Palma, Los Alamitos, Newport Beach, Orange, Placentia, 
Santa Ana, Seal Beach, Stanton, Tustin, Villa Park, Westminster, and Yorba Linda. For more 
information about OCWD, please visit www.ocwd.com, like @OCWaterDistrict on Facebook, 
follow @OCWDWaterNews on Twitter, follow @OCWD on Instagram, and follow Orange 
County Water District on LinkedIn. 
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