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AGENDA 
COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

WITH BOARD OF DIRECTORS* 
ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 

18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, CA (714) 378-3200 
Thursday, March 3, 2016, 8:00 a.m. - Conference Room C-2 

 
 *The OCWD Communications and Legislative Liaison Committee meeting is noticed as a joint meeting 

with the Board of Directors for the purpose of strict compliance with the Brown Act and it provides an 
opportunity for all Directors to hear presentations and participate in discussions. Directors receive no 
additional compensation or stipend as a result of simultaneously convening this meeting. Items 
recommended for approval at this meeting will be placed on the March 16, 2016 Board meeting 
Agenda for approval. 

  
ROLL CALL 
 

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
  
 RECOMMENDATION: Adopt resolution determining need to take immediate action on item(s) and 

that the need for action came to the attention of the District subsequent to 
the posting of the Agenda (requires two-thirds vote of the Board members 
present, or, if less than two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous 
vote of those members present.) 

 
VISITOR PARTICIPATION 
 
Time has been reserved at this point in the agenda for persons wishing to comment for up to three 
minutes to the Board of Directors on any item that is not listed on the agenda, but within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the District.  By law, the Board of Directors is prohibited from taking action on such 
public comments.  As appropriate, matters raised in these public comments will be referred to District 
staff or placed on the agenda of an upcoming Board meeting. 
 
At this time, members of the public may also offer public comment for up to three minutes on any item 
on the Consent Calendar.  While members of the public may not remove an item from the Consent 
Calendar for separate discussion, a Director may do so at the request of a member of the public. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR (ITEM NO. 1) 
 
All matters on the Consent Calendar are to be approved by one motion, without separate discussion on 
these items, unless a Board member or District staff request that specific items be removed from the 
Consent Calendar for separate consideration.   

 
1. MINUTES OF COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD FEBRUARY 4, 2016 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve minutes as presented 
 

END OF CONSENT CALENDAR 
  
 MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
2. FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  Agendize for March 16 Board meeting: Take action as appropriate 
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3. STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Agendize for March 16 Board meeting: Take action as appropriate 

 
4. H2O LEARNING CENTER AT OCWD 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  Agendize for March 16 Board meeting: 
 

1) Adopt and trademark the name “H2O Learning Center at the 
Orange County Water District/OCWD” to be used in marketing 
OCWD educational programs at OCWD’s Fountain Valley 
headquarters; and 

 
2) Select an “H2O Learning Center at OCWD” logo 

 
 INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 
5. PUBLIC AFFAIRS OUTREACH REPORT [FEBRUARY 2016] 
 
6. 9th ANNUAL ORANGE COUNTY WATER SUMMIT  
 
 CHAIR DIRECTION AS TO WHICH ITEMS IF ANY TO BE AGENDIZED AS A MATTER 

FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE MARCH 16 BOARD MEETING 
 
DIRECTOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/REPORTS 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S ANNOUNCEMENT/REPORT 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
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COMMUNICATION AND LEGISLATIVE LIAISON COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
 
Philip Anthony   - Chair 
Jordan Brandman  - Vice Chair 
Dina Nguyen 
Roman Reyna 
Steve Sheldon  
  
 Alternates 
 Roger Yoh      - Alternate 1 
 Shawn Dewane - Alternate 2 
 Jan Flory   - Alternate 3 
 Denis Bilodeau -  Alternate 4 
 Cathy Green  -   Alternate 5 
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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
WITH COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE LIAISON COMMITTEE   

ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
February 4, 2016 @ 8:00 a.m. 

 
Director Anthony called the Communications and Legislative Liaison Committee meeting to order 
in Conference Room C-2 at the District office. The Recording Secretary called the roll as follows: 
 
Committee Members  OCWD Staff 
Philip Anthony      Mike Markus - General Manager 
Jordan Brandman     Eleanor Torres - Director of Public Affairs 
Dina Nguyen      Judy-Rae Karlsen - Assistant District Secretary 
Roman Reyna  (arrived 8:24 a.m.)   Gina Ayala, Alicia Dunkin, Becky Mudd,   
Steve Sheldon  (arrived 8:06 a.m.)  Diane Pinnick 
 
Alternates      Teleconference 
Roger Yoh      (arrived 8:15 a.m.)  Eric Sapirstein - ENS Resources  
Shawn Dewane (not present)   
Jan Flory  (not present)  Others   
Denis Bilodeau (arrived 8:10 a.m.)  Debbie Cook 
Cathy Green      John Earl - Surf City Voice  
       Casey Elliott - Townsend Public Affairs 
      Jim McConnell - McConnell & Associates 
      James Petersen - Townsend Public Affairs  
      Stacy Taylor - Mesa Water District 
      John Grubben – Integrated Media System 
 
ITEM TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
 
Legislative Liaison Alicia Dunkin reported that Senator Feinstein’s office submitted a request for 
support on federal legislation after the agenda was posted that involved water recycling. She 
recommended the Committee take action to approve adding the item to today’s Agenda. 
Discussion ensued regarding the necessity of adding an item to the Agenda when the discussion 
could be held during the Federal Legislative Report. The Committee requested that Ms. Dunkin 
present the request from Senator Feinstein during her legislative report.  
 
VISITOR PARTICIPATION 
 
Ms. Debbie Cook recommended that staff become more familiar with the specific requirements for 
adding matters to the Agenda after the 72 hour posting requirement.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR  
 
The Consent Calendar was approved upon motion by Director Green, seconded by Director 
Nguyen and carried [4-0] as follows. 
[Yes –Anthony, Brandman, Nguyen, Green/No – 0] 
 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the January 7, 2015 Communications/Legislative Liaison Committee 
meeting are approved as presented. 
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MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION  
 
Director Sheldon, Bilodeau, Yoh arrived during the following discussion. 
 
2. Federal Legislative Update 
 
Federal legislative advisors Jim McConnell and Eric Sapirstein gave verbal updates on their 
various federal activities and then reported on recent meetings with the Army Corps of Engineers. 
Mr. Sapirstein noted the final invitation list for the White House event on March 22 has not yet 
been released. He will forward that information when it becomes available.   
 
Ms. Dunkin advised that Senator Feinstein was in the process of drafting federal drought 
legislation that includes federal financial support for water recycling and that legislation will be 
introduced shortly. Director Green advised that she has been briefed on the legislation and she 
has the authority to transmit a letter of support to Senator Feinstein on behalf of the District. The 
legislation is aligned with the Board adopted 2016 legislative platform Federal legislative advisor 
James Petersen (Townsend Public Affairs/TPA) reported on the District’s ongoing relationship 
with Senator Feinstein.  
 
General Manager Mike Markus gave a brief update on the Army Corps of Engineers meeting and 
advised that the requested deviation was granted, allowing the District permission to store water 
up to elevation 505. He also gave a brief update on the WRDA changes recently enacted into law. 
This item was informational and the Committee took no action. 

 
3. State Legislative Update 
 
Director Reyna arrived during the following discussion. 
 
State legislative advisor Casey Elliott (Townsend Public Affairs/TPA) discussed the proposed 
budgeting process and the Governor’s proposed spending plan. Ms. Dunkin discussed the Water 
Reuse proposed legislation and advised that Water Resources Development Agency Orange 
County Sanitation District and the District will co-sponsor the legislation. The Committee 
discussed ways of acknowledge Groundwater Producers that report their cities meet water 
conservation goals. This item was informational and the Committee took no action. 
 
4. Purchase of Tour Sound System 
 
Director of Public Affairs Eleanor Torres advised that the District needs an audio system to 
support the tour program and ensure information is appropriately communicated in order to 
ensure that a valuable learning experience is provided and information is appropriately 
communicated. Tour Coordinator Becky Mudd reported there is a significant need for an audio 
system on tours of the facilities. Ms. Torres reviewed the benefits of the Integrated Media 
Systems sound system. Surf City voice representative John Earl voiced his concern about the 
cost of the system and then noted the attendance of the Directors at the Committee meeting. 
Director Brandman left the meeting prior to the vote on the following matter. The Committee 
discussed the matter and then took the following action.  
 
Upon motion by Director Yoh, seconded by Director Nguyen and carried [4-1], with Director 
Sheldon voting “No”, the Committee recommended that the Board at its February 17 Board 
meeting:  Authorize issuance of Purchase Order to Integrated Media Systems in the 
amount of $25,000 for a sound system to support the tour program. 
[Yes- Anthony, Nguyen, Yoh, Bilodeau/No - Sheldon] 
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INFORMATIONAL ITEM 

 
6. Public Affairs Outreach Report [November/December 2015]  
 
Ms. Torres advised the staff report was in the packet. 
 
ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON THE CONSENT CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 17 BOARD MEETING 
 
The Committee recommended placing Item No. 4, Purchase of Tour Sound System on the 
Consent Calendar at the February 17 Board meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
 
There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting adjourned at  
9:05 a.m. 

      
 ____________________________________ 

 Philip Anthony, Chair 
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AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date: March 3, 2016 Budgeted: N/A 
  Budgeted Amount: N/A 
To: Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte Cost Estimate: N/A  
 Board of Directors Funding Source: N/A 
  Program/Line Item No.: N/A 
From:  Mike Markus General Counsel Approval: N/A  
 Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: E. Torres/A. Dunkin CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
POLICY ISSUE:  FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District) staff and federal legislative advisors 
James McConnell and Eric Sapirstein (ENS Resources) are working with the Los 
Angeles Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and members of the Orange County 
Congressional Delegation to advance the Prado Basin, CA Study.  Both consultants are 
also exploring new authorizations and/or funding opportunities to support the District’s 
Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) and other programs.  
 
Attachment(s) 

• James McConnell Update - February 2016 
• Eric Sapirstein (ENS Resources) Washington Update - February 2016 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Agendize for March 16 Board meeting: Take action as appropriate. 
 
RELEVANT STANDARDS 

• Forge long-term, positive and proactive relationships with elected officials and 
policy makers. 

• Keep abreast of federal legislation that may impact OCWD, other water agencies 
and/or special districts. 
 

 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
OCWD’s federal advocates and staff will provide an oral report regarding federal 
legislation and initiatives that impact the District.  
 
February Federal Activities 
 
On February 23-25, Alicia Dunkin, Eric Sapirstein and James McConnell attended the 
2016 ACWA Washington DC Conference. 



 
JAMES F. MCCONNELL  

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 
1130 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, N.W. 

SUITE 300 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 

917-434-3603 
jmcconnell@tfgnet.com 

 
 
 

ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
Washington Report 

February 2016 
 

Senator Dianne Feinstein introduced a long-awaited drought bill (S. 2533) on 
February 10.  She referred to the legislation as "probably the hardest bill I've worked on 
in my 23 years in the Senate." 

The bill would invest $1.3 billion in defined, long-term projects as well as short-
term operational changes in response to the drought, now in its fourth year.  Senator 
Feinstein and House California Republicans have been working for the past two years on 
drought legislation. 

Similar to a previous version of the legislation (S. 1894), the bill leaves intact the 
biological opinions that dictate the flow of water to maintain populations of fish listed 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  However, she also said the opinions are 
flawed and could be better applied to maximize water deliveries.  The ESA listings 
require that state and federal water managers release a certain amount of water to 
preserve the habitat of species, particularly in the state's Bay-Delta estuary. 

The biological opinions "don't reflect the most recent science," she said. "Failure 
to apply this updated science means that extra water from high river flows—as we're 
seeing during the current El Niño—is flowing into the ocean, water that could instead be 
safely pumped and stored for later use." 

The Senator conceded that the bill is less "aggressive" on short-term operational 
changes than the Republican, House-passed bill, but argued that such legislation would 
not have a chance of passage in the Senate.  California local water agencies—including 
OCWD— expressed support for the Senator’s bill. 

Among other features, the legislation supports major desalination projects like the 
$1 billion Poseidon plant in Carlsbad and lists 27 desalination projects (including the one 
proposed in Huntington Beach) identified by California capable of producing more than 
352,000 acre-feet of water per year.  The bill would enable the Federal Government to 
help support desalination projects and research, with the goal of further reducing costs 
and environmental impacts. 
 

mailto:jmcconnell@tfgnet.com


Regarding water storage projects, the legislation would set deadlines for the 
Bureau of Reclamation to complete feasibility studies to allow Calfed storage projects to 
compete for state Proposition 1 bond funds.  It also authorizes $600 million 
for Calfed water storage projects, which may include both federal and non-federal 
projects, and updates Army Corps dam operations to increase water supply while 
reducing flood risk—such as the OCWD program currently in place at Prado Dam. 
 

As for water recycling, the Senator specifically cited OCWD’s Groundwater 
Replenishment System citing its “recently completed an expansion of its water reuse 
facility to provide more than 100 million gallons per day.”  The bill authorizes $200 
million in increased funds for the Bureau of Reclamation’s water recycling and reuse 
program (Title XVI) to help fund projects to reclaim and reuse wastewaters and naturally 
impaired ground and surface water.  It would also remove the requirement for 
congressional authorization of specific projects. 
 

It authorizes $200 million for a new loan guarantees program—the Reclamation 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (RIFIA).  The loan guarantee program would 
allow water districts and municipalities to leverage loans and loan guarantees for water 
projects, reducing loan repayment costs by as much as 25 percent.  It is modeled after 
TIFIA, a successful federal loan-guarantee program for transportation projects, and the 
newer WIFIA authorized in the Water Resources and Reform Development Act of 2014. 
 

For WaterSMART, it authorizes $150 million in increased funds for the Bureau of 
Reclamation’s program to help finance water reclamation and reuse projects as well as 
water efficiency initiatives.  This provision would also create a new grant program for 
integrated regional water management, reclamation and recycling, with a maximum 
federal contribution capped at $20 million or 25 percent of a project’s cost. 
 

The bill includes short-term operational provisions to take advantage of El Niño 
storms and provide water supplies during the drought.  These provisions are limited to the 
duration of the Governor’s drought declaration or two years, whichever is longer. 
 

The operational language was drafted over 18 months of consultation with the 
federal agencies that implement the ESA.  The agencies agree that the bill’s provisions 
remain consistent with the ESA and related biological opinions. 
 

California House Republican reaction to S. 2533 was muted before the start of the 
Presidents’ Day congressional recess.  Congressman David Valadao (R-Hanford) 
criticized the lack of increased water supply efforts, saying, “The Senator’s legislation 
focuses on desalination, recycling, and protecting the ESA.  While these are admirable 
goals in areas such as San Francisco, this legislation will not provide those suffering from 
the drought with the water supply they so desperately need.” 
 

House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Bakersfield) was more neutral, 
saying he looked forward to working with Senator Feinstein in an eventual conference 

http://mavensnotebook.com/glossary/calfed-bay-delta-program/
http://mavensnotebook.com/glossary/calfed-bay-delta-program/


with the House on the Valadao legislation (H.R. 2898) which the House passed last July.  
He lamented water currently being lost to the ocean because of existing federal policies. 
 

There is not yet a timetable for marking up S. 2355 and combining it with other 
Western water legislation supported by Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
Chair Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Ranking Member Maria Cantwell (D-WA), though a 
markup this spring is possible.  Committee staff think it unlikely that a bill could be 
brought to the Senate floor for debate before the lame duck session this fall after the 
elections. 
 

Meanwhile, President Obama delivered the Administration’s $4.1 trillion Fiscal 
Year 2017 budget request to Congress on February 9, laying out the spending priorities 
for the upcoming fiscal cycle for the last time. 
 

The Obama Administration has said it will maintain support for the Bipartisan 
Budget Act (P.L. 114-74) passed last year.  That legislation sets a $1.07 trillion budget 
authority top-line for discretionary appropriations for FY 2017.  
 

House Republicans have yet to determine what top-line figure to use in their 
budget resolution, which will set the outline for the twelve FY 2017 spending bills.  The 
House Budget Committee may mark up the House budget the last week of February, with 
the full House voting on it during the first week of March. 
 

The Administration's budget requested $37.2 million in construction funding for 
the Santa Ana River Mainstem Project for FY 2017.  The budget request also contains 
$4.871 million for operation and maintenance expenses for the Mainstem project in FY 
17.  The County of Orange requested this level of construction funding for the project in 
November 2015 meetings with the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and Army 
Corps HQ in line with the L.A. District’s optimum request for the next fiscal year. 
 

At the same time as the FY 17 budget proposal was released by OMB, the Corps 
also presented their FY 2016 Work Plan detailing how they intend to spend the additional 
$700 million in construction funding Congress appropriated as part of the Omnibus 
Appropriations Act last December.  The Work Plan for 2016 programs an additional $7 
million to the Santa Ana River Mainstem Project in addition to the $21.5 million 
contained in the Omnibus Appropriations Act (P.L. 114-113).  The $7 million in FY 2016 
Work Plan funding is in addition to the $25 million in FY 2015 Work Plan funding 
announced on July 1, 2015, which remains available to the Los Angeles District in FY 
2016, as well. 
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         M E M O R A N D U M 

 

 

 

TO:  Eleanor Torres 
   Alicia Dunkin 
 
FROM: Eric Sapirstein 
 
DATE: February 22, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Washington Update 
 
 

During the past month, we continued to monitor and advocate on behalf 
of the District’s federal priorities.  Among these activities, we worked 
with White House and USEPA officials on the development of the 
upcoming water sustainability conference.   We continued to monitor the 
development of a WRDA rewrite and advised on its progress related to 
the ongoing Prado Feasibility Study, reviewed and advised on the fiscal 
year 2017 budget request, and met with congressional staff and Members 
on the drought legislation in both chambers to identify the status of 
provisions related to water recycling and desalination and other water 
supply provisions of interest to the District.  The following summarizes 
these activities. 

Drought Relief Policy 

At the District’s request, we drafted and submitted to District staff a 
support letter for Senator Feinstein’s new drought legislation, S. 2533.      
S. 2533, as reported, identifies the District as a priority for funding of 
water recycling projects.  It also includes the District’s requested 
language to advance federal commitments to fund alternative water 
supply projects through robust authorizations for both recycling and 
desalination needs.  The language of the bill also adopts the District’s 
views that Title XVI should be revised to allow for swift funding of 
projects if USBR approves a feasibility study.  In a similar vein, the bill 
also creates a priority for a series of desalination projects throughout 
California, including Huntington Beach.  
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Finally, we continued to work with staff to advance language that would 
allow for enhanced operations at federal facilities to improve capture and 
storage of stormwater flows.  This activity also was part of our 
discussions related to the reauthorization of the Water Resources 
Development Act (see below). 

Funding of Drought Projects Fiscal Year 2016 and 2017 

As part of the final fiscal year 2016 funding agreement, USBR received 
$100 million to support funding of immediate drought relief projects. We 
advised the District that USBR had determined how it intends to allocate 
this funding assistance among its various budget accounts.  USBR also 
released a funding opportunity announcement that we provided to the 
District as potential avenues for assistance. 

The funding priorities of the President’s budget for FY 2017 were 
released this past month.  Unlike past years, the Administration 
significantly boosted support for a variety of water programs including 
the all-important WaterSMART and desalination programs.  Within 
USEPA, the budget request is a mixed bag.  The Drinking Water SRF was 
increased to $1.025 billion.  However, the Clean Water SRF program that 
supports water recycling declined to $975 million from an FY 16 level of 
$1.393.  At the same time, and for the first time, funding of WIFIA, at $15 
million, was requested with an analysis suggesting that as much as $300 
million might be leveraged through this new USEPA loan assistance 
program for water infrastructure needs, including water recycling and 
desalination projects.  Earlier this month, we provided a detailed analysis 
to the District on the potential impacts of the budget request to the 
District’s mission. 

White House Sustainability Meeting 

Over the past month, the White House continued to develop its water 
sustainability program in recognition of the U.N. World Water Day, March 
22.  We met with White House and USEPA officials to discuss the status of 
the program and its objectives.  We also participated in a conference call 
session with Office of Management and Budget, White House officials and 
a limited number of stakeholders to discuss the program status and learn 
of any priorities for the program.  As part of this activity, we continued to 
work with the District to finalize for submission the District’s views and 
interest in participating in the March 22 program.  As a follow-up to this, 
we communicated with federal officials on the program’s status and 
determined that the District’s information was received within the 
deadline and that the District was recommended for consideration to be 
part of the event.  In addition, we learned that actual program details 
should be finalized with invitations within the early weeks of March. 
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Water Resources Development Act Reauthorization 

Prospects for renewal of the Water Resources Development Act appear to 
be increasing.  Over the past month, we met with top committee staff and 
committee members to review the status of the reauthorization process 
to ascertain whether reauthorization would impact District efforts to 
advance the Prado ecosystem project.  Chief among these discussions was 
determining if any prospect for deauthorization of projects to offset any 
new project authorizations might adversely affect the Prado initiative.  
Staff informed us that the effort to move a WRDA rewrite is expected to 
take place in late Spring, setting the stage for a conference between the 
two chambers in late fall to allow for enactment before Congress adjourns 
for the year.  For the District, we learned that committee staff continue to 
be supportive of the District’s effort to work with USACE to enhance 
storage opportunities at Prado.  Staff indicated that if any issues need to 
be addressed, that the District should advise the committee of any 
recommended actions.  In conjunction with this activity, we also 
monitored the hearing and roundtable process associated with the 
reauthorization process and advised the District staff.  
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AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date:  March 3, 2016   Budgeted: N/A 
       Budgeted Amount: N/A 
To:  Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte.  Cost Estimate: N/A 
        Board of Directors    Funding Source: N/A 
       Program/Line Item No.: N/A 
From:  Mike Markus    General Counsel Approval: N/A 
       Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: E.Torres/A.Dunkin  CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
POLICY ISSUE: STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District) staff and Townsend Public Affairs (TPA) 
continue to advocate on issues at the state level that impact the District.  OCWD staff and 
TPA are reviewing newly introduced bills for potential impacts to OCWD.  One of those bills 
is AB 2022 (Advanced Purified Demonstration Water), is co-sponsored by OCWD, the 
Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) and the WateReuse Association California 
Section.   
 
Attachment(s):  

• 2016 State Bill Tracking List 
• Townsend Public Affairs Monthly Activity Report (February 2016) 
• AB 2022 (Gordon; D-Menlo Park) Advanced Purified Demonstration Water 
• Press Release: AB 2022 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Agendize for March 16 Board meeting: Take action as appropriate. 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
2016 BILL TRACKER 
 
The deadline to introduce new bills in the California Legislature was Friday, February 19. 
2,100 new bills were introduced. Once a bill has been introduced, it has to sit 30 days 
before it can be heard by a policy committee.  OCWD staff and TPA are currently reviewing 
the new bills for potential impacts to OCWD and for alignment with the District’s adopted 
2016 legislative platform.  If bills are in alignment with OCWD’s 2016 legislative platform, 
appropriate review and action will be taken.  Additional legislation that may have a broader 
scope will be brought back to the Comm/Leg committee for review.  
 
AB 2022 ADVANCED PURIFIED DEMONSTRATION WATER  
 
Assemblymember Gordon (D-Menlo Park) introduced AB 2022 (Advanced Purified 
Demonstration Water), which would allow the bottling of advanced purified water for 
educational purposes.   
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OCWD and OCSD staff have been working closely with the WateReuse Association (WRA) 
California Section, TPA and Assemblymember Gordon in seeking support of the bill from 
other water agencies and associations. A copy of the bill is attached for the committee’s 
review, as well as a recent press release. 
 
 
FEBRUARY STATE LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITES 
 
• February 4/11/18 Alicia Dunkin. Legislative Affairs Liaison, participated in the SAWPA 

legislative conference call 
 

• February 5 President Green, Mike Markus, Eleanor Torres, Alicia Dunkin and TPA 
met with Senator Hertzberg  

 
 

• February 23 Alicia Dunkin participated in ACWA legislative conference call 
 

• February 23-25 Alicia Dunkin participated in the ACWA 2016 WA DC conference 
 

 



 2016 Association Bill Tracker

2/26/2016

BILL AUTHOR
LAST 
AMENDED 
DATE

ASSOC. 
TRACKING

OCWD IMPACT/PRODUCER IMPACT

AB 33 Quirk  As gutted and amended on September 4, 2015, this bill would 
require the PUC, as part of a new or existing proceeding, to 
determine what role large scale energy storage could play as 
part of the state’s overall strategy for procuring a diverse 
portfolio of resources.

9/4/2015 ACWA None. Focused on energy storage

AB 453 Bigelow Amended on September 4th, this bill would authorize, until a 
groundwater sustainability plan is adopted, a local agency that 
has adopted a groundwater management plan to impose fees 
on the extraction of groundwater from the basin to fund costs 
of groundwater management and to collect groundwater 
extraction information, as long as a groundwater management 
plan adopted before January 1, 2015, is in effect.

9/4/2015 WateReuse No impact, focused on medium and high 
priority basins.

AB 581 Gomez  As amended on January 4, 2016, this bill would require 
recipients of Chapter 6 funding to post signs acknowledging the 
source of funds in accordance with guidelines that the 
Secretary of the Natural Resources Agency would develop. If 
state funding was the source of at least 50% of the total project 
costs, then state funding would be listed first on the sign.

1/4/2016 ACWA Minimal. Would require OCWD Producers 
that receive Proposition 1 money to post 
a sign.

AB 615 Rendon As amended on June 2, 2015, this bill clarifies the types of 
technical assistance that the State Water Resources Control 
Board Office of Sustainable Water Solutions can provide to 
disadvantaged communities.  

6/2/2015 WateReuse None, OCWD is not a DAC.
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AB 723 Rendon Amended on July 16, 2015,  this bill would require the lease or 
rental agreement of a single-family residential real property or 
any portion of a multifamily residential real property or 
commercial real property that is entered into, renewed, or 
amended after July 1, 2016, or January 1, 2017, respectively, to 
be accompanied by a written disclosure stating the property 
owner's responsibility to replace all noncompliant plumbing 
fixtures with water-conserving plumbing fixtures on or before 
January 1, 2017, or January 1, 2019, respectively.

7/16/2015 WateReuse Specific to single-family residential 
property or multifamily property and real 
estate. 

AB 954 Mathis Amended on July 6, 2015, this bill would require the State 
Water Resources Control Board to establish a program to 
provide low-interest loans and grants to local agencies for low-
interest loans and grants to eligible applicants for specified 
purposes relating to drinking water and wastewater treatment 
(Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant Program). 

7/6/2015 WateReuse None. Focused on providing low interest 
loans and grants to individual 
homewoners that rely on groundwater 
wells

AB 935 Salas As amended September 4, 2015, this bill would cap the funds 
that may be appropriated by the Legislature at $75 million, not 
to exceed 80 percent of the total cost of the project. As 
amended, this bill would set conditions that must be satisfied 
prior to receiving any funds. 

9/4/2015 ACWA None. Focused on conveyance needs in 
the San Joaquin Valley

AB 937 Salas Amended July 16, 2015, AB 937 would require the Department 
of Water Resources to provide technical assistance to 
disadvantaged communities so that they may participate in 
groundwater planning, including, but not limited to, plans for 
regional groundwater banking, with any county or other local 
agency.

7/16/2015 WateReuse None

AB 938 Salas Introduced on February 28, 2015, this bill would impose the 
requirement to establish a groundwater sustainability agency or 
submit an alternative after reprioritization on a local agency or 
combination of local agencies overlying a groundwater basin. 
SGMA cleanup bill.

2/28/2015 WateReuse None, OCWD is the GSA
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AB 1201 Salas Under the California Endangered Species Act, the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife may authorize the take of listed species if 
the take is incidental to an otherwise lawful activity and the 
impacts are minimized and fully mitigated. This bill would 
require the department, by June 30, 2016, to develop and 
initiate a science-based approach that addresses predation by 
nonnative species upon species of fish listed pursuant to the act 
that reside all or a portion of their lives in the Sacramento-San 
Joaquin Delta.

8/17/2015 WateReuse None

AB 1128 Jones-
Sawyer

Introduced on February 27, 2015, This bill would make 
nonsubstantive changes to the intent of the Legislature in 
regards to promoting urban water conservation standards that 
are consistent with the California Urban Water Conservation 
Council’s adopted best management practices and specified 
requirements for demand management

2/27/2015 ACWA Spot bill.

AB 1173 Williams Amended on March 26, 2015, this bill would require the testing 
and maintenance of a backflow prevention device be 
performed by a person who has received a California-specific 
certification for testing backflow prevention devices from one 
of specified entities or a similar certification provider deemed 
acceptable by the state board or the local health officer.

3/26/2015 WateReuse None.

AB 1242 Gray Amended on September 1, 2015, this bill would require the 
Department of Water Resources to increase statewide water 
storage capacity by 25% by January 1, 2025, and 50% by 
January 1, 2050, as well as  prepare a strategy and 
implementation plan to achieve those expansions in statewide 
water storage capacity.

9/1/2015 WateReuse None, specific to storage
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AB 1244 Gray As amended on January 4, 2016, this bill would require the 
SWRCB to consult with the Department of Food and Agriculture 
and the U.C. Extension, regarding relevant agricultural 
information, and with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
regarding potential impacts on fish and wildlife species, for 
small irrigation use other than for facilities used for frost 
protection.

9/4/2015 ACWA 
WateReuse

None. Focused on small irrigation use.

AB 1463 Gatto As amended September 4, 2015 this bill would require the 
Water Board, DPH, CBSC, and stakeholders to establish water 
quality standards and distribution, monitoring, and reporting 
requirements for onsite water recycling systems prior to 
authorizing the use of onsite treated water in internal plumbing 
of residential and commercial buildings. As amended this bill 
would no longer require the involvement of HCD in this process. 
As amended this bill removes an earlier provision to authorize 
the use of blackwater in onsite water recycling systems.

9/4/2015 ACWA 
WateReuse

Potential interest. Focuses on onsight 
water recycling systems. Amended 
language removes authorization of 
blackwater in onsight water recylcing. 
Author is currently working with 
stakeholders and interested in OCWD 
feedback and position.

AB 1550 Gomez Existing law requires the Department of Finance, in consultation 
with ARB, to develop a 3-year investment plan for the moneys 
deposited in the GGRF. Existing law requires the investment 
plan to allocate a minimum of 25% of the available moneys in 
the GGRF to projects that provide benefits to disadvantaged 
communities (DACs) and a minimum of 10% to projects located 
in DACs. This bill would increase the percentage of moneys in 
the GGRF allocated to projects located within DACs from 10% to 
25%. This bill would require a separate and additional allocation 
of 25% for low-income communities.

1/3/2016 ACWA Potential interest. Would impact DAC 
communities in Orange County, could 
include Santa Ana, Westminster, Stanton 
and a few others.
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AB 1555 Gomez This bill would state the intent of the Legislature to enact future 
legislation to appropriate $1.7 billion from the GGRF for the 
2015–16 fiscal year. This bill would state that future legislation 
would appropriate funds to different entities, in amounts to be 
determined, for different purposes:low carbon transportation 
and infrastructure, clean energy communities, community 
climate improvements, wetland restoration, carbon 
sequestration.

1/4/2016 ACWA Allocation of unspent cap and trade 
funds. One new eligible entity would be 
money to DWR for turf replacement as 
well as an energy efficient groundwater 
pump replacement grant program. 
Program guidelines will still need to be 
developed, but potential positive impacts 
on future funding for OCWD/OCWD 
producers.

AB 1585 Alejo As introduced on January 6, 2016, this bill would allocate $25 
million from an unspecified source to the Monteray County 
Water Resources Agency for the purpose of constructing a 
water conveyance tunnel between Lake Nacimiento and Lake 
San Antonio.

1/6/2016 ACWA None, specific to Monteray County WRA.

AB 1586 Mathis This bill would prohibit the court, in an action or proceeding 
brought alleging a violation of CEQA, from staying or enjoining 
the construction or operation of the Temperance Flat Reservoir 
unless the court makes certain findings.

1/6/2016 ACWA None, specific CEQA exemption to 
Temperance Flats. OCWD is supportive of 
overall policy to streamline permitting of 
water projects.

AB 1587 Mathis This bill would require Proposition 1, Chapter 10, to make $100 
million available for competitive grants/loans for projects to 
implement sustainable groundwater planning requirements. 
The bill would require that special consideration be given to 
those projects that would create groundwater recharge basins 
in areas of fallow farmland. Bill would interfere with Prop 1 
guideline development.

1/6/2016 ACWA Would impact Chapter 10, Proposition 1, 
allocations.

AB 1588 Mathis This bill would require the State Water Resources Control Board 
(State Water Board) to establish a program to provide low-
interest loans and grants to eligible homeowners for specified 
purposes related to drinking water and wastewater treatment. 
This bill would create the Water and Wastewater Loan and 
Grant Fund. This bill would transfer $20 million from the 
General Fund to the Water and Wastewater Loan and Grant 
Fund.

1/6/2016 ACWA No impact. Program is specific to 
individual homewoners. New version of 
AB 954 (Mathis) and SB 127 (Vidak, 2015).
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AB 1589 Mathis This bill would exempt from the requirements of CEQA projects 
that are undertaken, carried out, or approved by a public 
agency to mitigate the effects of, or conditions caused by, 
drought, fire, or flood. This exemption would only apply while a 
state of emergency due to drought, fire, or flood is in effect.

1/6/2016 ACWA Potential impact. Would expand the 
emergency exemption of CEQA during 
instances of drought, flood and fire. Could 
provide for expedited construction of 
new facilities during an emergency 
situation.

AB 1590 Mathis This bill would require that an additional four members be 
appointed to the Water Board by the Legislature for a total of 
nine board members. The bill would expand the appointment 
authority currently reserved for the Governor to members of 
legislative leadership, including: Speaker of the Assembly; the 
Assembly Minority Leader, President pro Tem of the Senate and 
Senate Minority Leader. 

1/6/2016 ACWA No direct impact.

AB 1647 Waldron This bill would exempt from the requirements of CEQA projects 
that expand the storage capacity of an existing surface water 
storage facility, or replace an existing surface water storage 
facility, that is owned and operated by a public entity if that 
public entity declares that the project would meet certain 
criteria..

1/12/2016 ACWA Potential impacts depending on future 
OCWD surface water storage projects.

AB 1649 Salas This bill would state the Legislature’s intent to ensure surface 
water storage is funded and built consistent with the goals of 
Proposition 1, and that the Commission fulfills the original 
intent of the water storage project provisions of Proposition 1. 
The bill would declare that of the water storage projects 
available, the Temperance Flat Dam and Sites Reservoir will 
meet statewide goals and provide those specified public 
benefits to the greatest extent.

1/12/2016 ACWA No direct impact.
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AB 1661 McCarty and 
Gonzalez

Existing law requires all local agency officials to receive training 
in ethics, at specified intervals, if the local agency provides any 
type of compensation, salary, or stipend to those officials. This 
bill would additionally require a member of a local agency 
governing body to receive sexual harassment training and 
education, and would allow a local agency to require employees 
to receive sexual harassment training 

1/13/2016 ACWA Potential HR impacts depending on what 
type of HR procedural training 
OCWD/OCWD Producers provide.

AB 1662 Chang This bill creates a hybrid approach, applying the logic of existing 
federal law relating to drones and existing state law relating to 
vehicles to drones in California

1/13/2016 ACWA No water impact. Drone policy.

AB 1694 Lackey Chapter 7 of Proposition 1 authorizes $200 million for 
multibenefit stormwater management projects. This bill would 
require that special consideration be given to projects that 
would use cisterns for water storage and flood protection. This 
bill would also appropriate $90 million in grants for multibenefit 
stormwater management projects. ($100 million has already 
been appropriation in FY 15-16 and Prop 1 contains $200 
million total for this fund)

1/21/2016 ACWA Overall policy decision to interfere wit 
Prop 1. Potential impact to OCWD 
Producers. Would allocate additional 
funding for stormwater management and 
would include cistern projects.

AB 1704 Dodd Existing law requires applicants for appropriation of water for 
small domestic, small irrigation, or livestock stockpond use to 
register with the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB). This bill would change the applicant process and 
include the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

1/25/2016 ACWA No impact.

AB 1707 Linder The California Public Records Act (CPRA), requires state and 
local agencies to make their records available for public 
inspection, unless an exemption from disclosure applies. The 
act requires a response to a written request for public records 
that includes a denial of the request, in whole or in part, to be 
in writing. This bill would require the response to be in writing 
regardless of whether the request was in writing.

1/25/2016 ACWA Potential impact depending on 
OCWD/OCWD Producers CPRA 
procedures.
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AB 1713 Eggman Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta: peripheral canal. a. The bill 
would prohibit the construction of a peripheral canal, as 
defined, unless expressly authorized by an initiative voted on by 
the voters of California on or after January 1, 2017, and would 
require the Legislative Analyst's Office to complete a prescribed 
economic feasibility analysis prior to a vote authorizing the 
construction of a peripheral canal.

1/26/2016 MET MET is working on an opposition letter. 
Would impact CA Water Fix plan and 
impacts to Southern California.

AB 1727 Gonzalez Spot Bill 1/28/2016 ACWA Spot bill.

AB 1739 Waldron Spot Bill 2/1/2016 ACWA Spot bill.

AB 1749 Mathis CEQA exempts from its requirements projects consisting of the 
construction or expansion of recycled water pipeline and 
directly related infrastructure within existing rights of way, and 
directly related groundwater replenishment, if the project does 
not affect wetlands or sensitive habitat, and where the 
construction impacts are fully mitigated, and undertaken for 
the purpose of mitigating drought conditions for which a state 
of emergency was proclaimed by the Governor on a certain 
date. CEQA provides that this exemption remains operative 
until the state of emergency has expired or until January 1, 
2017, whichever occurs first. This bill would extend that date to 
January 1  2022

2/2/2016 MET Would impact. Bill will extend the CEQA 
exemption on recycled water pipeline 
that is set to expire January 1, 2017.

AB 1755 Dodd Would enact the Open and Transparent Water Data Act. The 
act would require DWR establish a public benefit corporation to 
house, manage and oversee the statewide water information 
accounting system and would appropriate monies for the 
improvement of the State's water data system.

2/3/2016 SAWPA No impact, focused on new requirements 
to DWR

AB  1757 Waldron Spot bill 2/2/2016 ACWA Spot bill.

Ab 1775 Obernolte Spot Bill 2/3/2016 ACWA Spot bill.
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AB 1794 Garcia Spot bill relating to the Board of Directors under the Municipal 
Water District Law of 1911. 

2/5/2016 SAWPA None. Likely a placeholder for any future 
legislation targeted at Central Basin 
Water District.

AB 1773 Obernolte Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is vested with regulatory 
authority over public utilities. Existing law authorizes a local 
governmental entity, except a joint powers authority, to receive 
a bill credit to a designated benefiting account, for electricity 
exported to the electrical grid by an eligible renewable 
generating facility and requires the PUC to adopt a rate tariff 
for the benefiting account. This bill would grant a joint powers 
authority the existing authority of a local governmental entity 
to receive a bill credit to a designated benefiting account for 
electricity exported to the electrical grid by an eligible 
renewable generating facility.

2/3/2016 ACWA Potential impacts if OCWD participates in 
the Renewable Energy Self-Generation 
Bill Credit Transfer Program. . Would 
expand the Renewable Energy Self-
Generation Bill Credit Transfer Program to 
include all JPA's.

AB 1787 Gomez This bill would require the cross-media enforcement unit, 
estabalished by Cal/EPA to prioritize the disadvantaged 
communities most disproportionately burdened and vulnerable 
to multiple sources of pollution, as identified by the California 
Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool 
(CalEnviroScreen), in its compliance and enforcement actions.

2/4/2016 ACWA Likely no impacts. OCWD Producers are 
likely not included in this list.

AB 1794 Garcia Spot bill relating to the Board of Directors under the Municipal 
Water District Law of 1911. In response to CBMWD.

2/4/2016 ACWA No impact.

AB 1845 Dahle Would permit the Department of Fish and Wildlife to authorize, 
under the California Endangered Species Act, the take of the 
rough sculpin (Cottus asperrimus) resulting from impacts 
attributable to repairing the Spring Creek Bridge in the County 
of Shasta if certain conditions are satisfied.

2/10/2016 No impact.
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AB 1871 Waldron Would provide that it is the intention of the Legislature that 
when a state agency considers an application relating to 
desalination that the agency, when considering alternatives, 
should consider the cost of those alternatives in order to ensure 
that project financing does not become significantly more 
expensive or difficult.

2/11/2016 Spot bill.

AB 1925 Chang The law provides that is it the intention of the Legislature that 
the Department of Water Resources undertake to find 
economic and efficient methods of desalting saline water so 
that desalted water may be made available to help meet the 
growing water requirements of the state. This bill would 
establish a goal to desalinate ____ acre-feet of drinking water 
per year by the year 2025 and ____ acre-feet of drinking water 
per year by the year 2030.

2/16/2016 Long term desalination policy could 
impact Huntington Beach/Poseidon 
decision.

AB 1979 Bigelow Current law, the Urban Water Management Planning Act, 
requires every public and private urban water supplier that 
directly or indirectly provides water for municipal purposes to 
prepare and adopt an urban water management plan. This bill 
would make nonsubstantive changes to that act.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.

AB 1981 Mayes The California Environmental Quality Act requires the lead 
agency to determine whether a project may have a significant 
effect on the environment based on substantial evidence in 
light of the whole record. This bill would make nonsubstantive 
changes to that provision.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.

AB 1986 Wilk Current law declares that no hearing is necessary to issue a 
permit in connection with an unprotested application, or if the 
undisputed facts support the issuance of the permit and there 
is no disputed issue of material fact, unless the State Water 
Resources Control Board elects to hold a hearing. This bill, if the 
board has not rendered a final determination on an application 
for a permit to appropriate water within 20 years from the date 
the application was filed, would require the board to issue 
another notice of application and mail the notice of application, 
as prescribed.

2/17/2016 No direct impact.
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AB 1988 Jones Current law authorizes the legislative body of a local agency 
that has received a confidential final draft audit report from the 
California State Auditor's Office to hold closed sessions to 
discuss its response to that report, as specified. This bill would 
authorize the legislative body of a city that has received a 
confidential final report from the city auditor to hold closed 
sessions to discuss its response to that report. This bill contains 
other related provisions and other current laws.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.

AB 1989 Jones Would require the Department of Water Resources and the 
State Water Resources Control Board, by ____, to prepare and 
submit to the Legislature a report that includes 
recommendations relating to drought preparedness. The bill 
would require the department and the board to conduct an 
annual survey of public and private water suppliers relating to 
water supply reliability in the event of a drought.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2001 Mathis The Department of Fish and Wildlife is authorized to permit the 
taking of a fully protected fish for necessary scientific research, 
including efforts to recover fully protected, threatened, or 
endangered species. For these purposes, scientific research 
does not include an action taken as part of specified mitigation 
for a project, as defined. This bill would instead authorize the 
department to permit the taking of those species for necessary 
scientific research or for efforts to recover fully protected, 
threatened, or endangered species.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.
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AB 2002 Stone Would revise the definition of "administrative action" to 
include, with regard to proceedings before the California 
Coastal Commission, specified actions, plans, and orders, and 
any other quasi-judicial or quasi-legislative matter requiring 
commission action. The bill would, however, exclude from 
these provisions relating to lobbyists an individual who 
communicates with a member of the California Coastal 
Commission for compensation to advocate for an outcome in 
relation to no more than one administrative action during a 
calendar year and an employee of a local government agency 
seeking, within the scope of his or her employment, to 
influence quasi-judicial decisions of the commission.

2/17/2016 No direct impact. Makes non-substancial 
changes to the California Coastal 
Commission

AB 2022 Gordon OCWD co-sponsored Bottling Bill. This bill would allow the 
bottling of advanced purified water for educational purposes. It 
would also authorize the distribution of small amounts of this 
advanced purified water for free for educational purposes. 
Under current law, consumers must visit a water recycling 
facility in person in order to taste this clean, safe water

2/16/2016 ACWA Co-Sponsor

AB 2026 Hadley Current law declares the policy of the state that a project to be 
carried out by a public agency be subject to the same level of 
review and consideration under the California Environmental 
Quality Act as that required of private projects required to be 
approved by public agencies. This bill would make a technical, 
nonsubstantive change to those provisions.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2038 Gaines The California Environmental Quality Act requires a lead agency 
to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that 
may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in 
the project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no 
substantial evidence that the project, as revised, would have a 
significant effect on the environment. This bill would make 
nonsubstantive changes to those provisions.

2/17/2016 Spot bill.
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AB 2040 Melendez The Personal Income Tax Law allows various credits against the 
taxes imposed by that law. This bill, for taxable years beginning 
on or after January 1, 2017, and before January 1, 2022, would 
allow a credit equal to 25% of the amount paid or incurred by a 
qualified taxpayer for water-efficiency improvements, as 
defined, on qualified real property in this state, as specified.

2/17/2016 Could impact Producer constituents.

AB 2042 Harper Would declare the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation 
relating to water desalination facilities.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2043 Harper Would state that the Legislature recognizes that desalination is 
an important local and regional sustainable water supply and 
reliability option.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2076 Garcia Current law requires the State Water Resources Control Board 
to establish uniform statewide recycling criteria for each 
varying type of use of recycled water where the use involves 
the protection of public health. This bill would require the 
board to adopt uniform water recycling criteria for the use of 
recycled water in the manufacture of beer and wine.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2099 Stone Would require the State Department of Social Services to 
establish and administer a safe drinking water assistance 
program to provide cash benefits to low-income households, as 
defined, with inadequate access to safe drinking water so that 
they may obtain safe drinking water. The bill would specify that 
eligible low-income households include, but are not limited to, 
households in a disadvantaged community, households eligible 
for interim emergency drinking water benefits from the State 
Water Resources Control Board, and households whose private 
wells have gone dry or become contaminated, as specified.

2/18/2016 None.
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AB 2109 Dahle The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 designates 
the State Air Resources Board as the state agency charged with 
monitoring and regulating sources of emissions of greenhouse 
gases. The state board is required to adopt a statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions limit equivalent to the statewide 
greenhouse gas emissions level in 1990 to be achieved by 2020. 
The act requires state agencies to consider and implement 
strategies to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions. This bill 
would make technical, nonsubstantive changes to this 
provision.

2/18/2016 No direct impact.

AB 2112 Dahle Current law provides that the State Water Resources Control 
Board succeeds to and is vested with all of the authority, duties, 
powers, purposes, functions, responsibilities, and jurisdiction of 
the State Department of Public Health, its predecessors, and its 
director for purposes of specified provisions relating to drinking 
water. This bill would make nonsubstantive changes to the 
provisions vesting the State Water Resources Control Board 
with specified authorities, including deleting an obsolete 
subdivision.

2/18/2016 No direct impact.

AB 2139 Williams The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act requires the 
State Water Resources Control Board to formulate and adopt 
state policies for water quality control and to formulate and 
adopt, and review at least every 3 years, a water quality control 
plan for the ocean waters of the state known as the California 
Ocean Plan. This bill would require the state board, on or 
before January 1, 2018, to either amend the plan or adopt 
separate standards to address water quality objectives and 
effluent limitations that specifically relate to carbon dioxide and 
pH levels within the state's coastal waters.

2/18/2016 No direct impact.
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AB 2142 Steinorth Current law requires the county auditor, in the case in which a 
qualifying city becomes the successor agency to a special 
district as a result of a merger with that district as described in a 
specified statute, to additionally allocate to that successor 
qualifying city that amount of property tax revenue that 
otherwise would have been allocated to that special district 
pursuant to general allocation requirements. This bill would 
make nonsubstantive changes to the provision pertaining to 
property tax revenue allocations to a qualifying city that merges 
with a special district.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

AB 2148 Holden Current federal law, the Federal Aviation Administration 
Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, provides for the 
integration of civil and public unmanned aircraft systems, 
commonly known as drones, into the national airspace system. 
Current law establishes the Department of Fish and Wildlife in 
the Natural Resources Agency. This bill would require the 
department to develop guidelines for the use of unmanned 
aircraft systems, commonly known as drones, over the public 
lands managed by the department.

2/18/2016 None. Drone Policy

SB 47 Hill Amended January 4, 2016, SB 47 would, until January 1, 2020, 
require a public or private school or local government, before 
installing, contracting for the installation of, or soliciting bids for 
a new artificial turf field containing crumb rubber infill, as 
defined, within the boundaries of a public or private school, or 
public recreational park to do certain things, including gathering 
information from companies that offer artificial turf products 
that do not use crumb rubber infill. 

1/4/2016 WateReuse Could impact Producer School Districts

SB 807 Gaines Drone policy. This bill would further limit the exposure to civil 
liability of a public entity or public employee for damage to an 
unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft system, if the damage 
was caused while the public entity or public employee was 
performing specific emergency services and the unmanned 
aircraft or unmanned aircraft system was interfering with the 
provision of those emergency services.

1/4/2016 ACWA No water impact. Drone policy.
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SB 810 Gaines This bill would make it unlawful to knowingly, intentionally, or 
recklessly operate an unmanned aircraft or unmanned aircraft 
system, as defined, in a manner that prevents or delays the 
extinguishment of a fire, or in any way interferes with the 
efforts of firefighters to control, contain, or extinguish a fire.

1/4/2016 ACWA No water impact. Drone policy.

SB 122 Jackson Amended on June 1, 2015, this bill requires the Governor's 
Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to implement a public 
database of all environmental documents and notices required 
by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).   This bill 
also requires a CEQA lead agency, upon request of the project 
applicant and with consent of the lead agency, to prepare the 
record of proceeding concurrently with the administrative 
process and certify the record of proceeding within 30 days 
after filing notice of determination or approval.

6/1/2015 WateReuse Potential impacts if OCWD is the CEQA 
lead agency on any projects

SB 127 Vidak Same language as AB 954 1/4/2016 WateReuse None. Focused on providing low interest 
loans and grants to individual 
homewoners that rely on groundwater 
wells

SB 163 Hertzberg  This bill would, on or before January 1, 2026, would require a 
wastewater treatment facility discharging through an ocean 
outfall to achieve at least 50% reuse of the facility’s actual 
annual flow, as defined, for beneficial purposes. This bill, on and 
after January 1, 2036, would prohibit the discharge of treated 
wastewater through ocean outfalls, except as backup discharge, 
as defined, and would require a wastewater treatment facility 
to achieve 100% reuse of the facility’s actual annual flow for 
beneficial purposes. 

9/3/2015 ACWA 
WateReuse

OCWD submitted policy comments as 
well as suggested, new, language to 
Senator Herzberg on 2/19/16
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SB 471 Pavley Would include reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with water treatment among the investments that 
are eligible for funding from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Fund. Would establish a grant and loan program for water 
projects that result in the net reduction of water-related 
greenhouse gas emissions

8/17/2015 WateReuse Potential impacts for a desalination 
project.

SB 554 Wolk As gutted and amended on January 4, 2016, this bill would 
remove the sunset date for the existing reimbursement of the 
delta levee maintenance program to local agencies of up to 75% 
of costs incurred in excess of $1,000 per mile of levee for the 
maintenance or improvement of levees. 

1/4/2016 ACWA Potential interest. This bill would make 
permanent a 75% State cost-share in 
Delta levee maintenance and 
improvement projects in a recognition of 
the Delta’s statewide benefit.

SB 551 Wolk Would declare the policy of the state that water use and water 
treatment shall operate in a manner that is as energy efficient 
as is feasible and energy use and generation shall operate in a 
manner that is as water efficient as is feasible. This bill would 
require all relevant state agencies to consider this state policy 
when revising, adopting, or establishing policies, regulations, 
and grant criteria when pertinent to these uses of water and 
energy.

8/28/2015 WateReuse OCWD supports this bill.
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SB 814 Hill As introduced on January 4, 2016, this bill would require each 
urban retail water supplier to establish a local definition of 
excessive water use. This bill would prohibit excessive water 
use under the local definition by a residential customer and 
would make a violation of this prohibition an infraction 
punishable by a fine of at least $500 per 100 cubic feet of water 
used above the excessive water use definition in a billing cycle. 
This bill would provide that these provisions apply only during a 
period for which the Governor has issued a proclamation of a 
state of emergency based on drought conditions. This bill would 
require certain information about residential customers that 
violate the prohibition on excessive water use to be made 
available under the CPRA upon request.

1/4/2016 ACWA Will impact OCWD Producers and will 
likely have potential policy concerns. By 
creating a new infraction, this bill would 
impose a state-mandated local program. 

SB 868 Jackson This bill would enact the State Remote Piloted Aircraft Act 
which would establish conditions for operating remote piloted 
aircraft, also known as ‘drones’ in California.

1/12/2016 ACWA No water impact. Drone policy.

SB 919 Hertzberg This bill would require the CPUC to consult with the California 
Independent System Operator and adopt and implement 
policies or tariffs to address the oversupply of renewable 
energy resources by July 1, 2017. The adopted policies must 
include, but are not limited to, a tariff for use by facilities that 
create or augment local water supplies like desalination, 
brackish water desalting, water recycling, or water reuse 
facilities.

1/27/2016 ACWA Positive impact on GWRS and 
potential desalination.

SB 949 Jackson Existing law, the California Public Records Act (CPRA), requires 
state and local agencies to make their records available for 
public inspection, unless an exemption from disclosure applies. 
The act exempts from these disclosure requirements critical 
infrastructure information that is voluntarily submitted to the 
OES.

2/4/2016 ACWA Potential impacts. Would increase 
information/records that must be 
provided for public inspection.
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SB 953 Lara Focused on Central Basin Water District 2/5/2016 SAWPA This bill would prohibit the Central Basin 
Municipal Water District from using sole 
source contracts, except as prescribed. 
This bill would require the district to rebid 
a contract if the district significantly 
changes the scope of work of the 
contract. This bill would also add 2 
additional Board Members, increasing the 
Board from 5 to 7 Members.

SB 971, SB 
972, SB 
973

Committee 
on 
Governance 
and Finance

These bill would enact the  Validating Act of 2016, which would 
validate the organization, boundaries, acts, proceedings, and 
bonds of the state and counties, cities, and specified districts, 
agencies, and entities.

2/8/2016 ACWA Annual administrative action. Potential 
impact in that all agencies are validated, 
but no changes from previous 
proceedings.

SB 995 Pavley Would, on or before January 1, 2019, require the Department 
of Water Resources to update well standards for certain types 
of wells based on existing knowledge. This bill would require 
the department to establish an advisory panel to identify critical 
gaps in existing knowledge about the best practices for well 
construction, alteration, maintenance, and destruction for 
these wells. This bill would, on or before January 1, 2022, 
require the advisory panel to make recommendations for 
improvements in well regulations and the department to 
submit the recommendations to the State Water Resources 
Control Board.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.
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2/26/2016

SB 1026 Nielsen Current law prohibits an entity from substantially diverting or 
obstructing the natural flow of, or substantially changing or 
using any material from the bed, channel, or bank of, any river, 
stream, or lake, or from depositing certain material where it 
may pass into any river, stream, or lake, without first notifying 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife of that activity, and 
entering into a lake or streambed alteration agreement if 
required by the department to protect fish and wildlife 
resources. This bill would limit the diversions and obstructions 
governed by these alteration agreement requirements to the 
diversions and obstructions that alter the bed, channel, or bank 
of a river  stream  or lake

2/16/2016 Spot bill.

SB 1082 McGuire Current law, the California Ocean Protection Act, establishes 
the California Ocean Protection Council and prescribes the 
membership and functions and duties of the council with 
regard to the protection, conservation, and restoration of 
coastal waters and ocean resources. This bill would make 
various nonsubstantive changes in provisions prescribing the 
functions and duties of the council.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

SB 1089 Pavley The Wildlife Conservation Law of 1947 establishes the Wildlife 
Conservation Board in the Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
Under current law, the board consists of the President of the 
Fish and Game Commission, the Director of Fish and Wildlife, 
and the Director of Finance. Current law requires the board to 
investigate, study, and determine the areas in the state that are 
most suitable for certain wildlife related purposes. This bill 
would authorize the Director of Finance to appoint a designee 
to serve on the board to represent the Director of Finance.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

SB 1096 Barryhill Current law, the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, 
requires each California regional water quality control board, 
after any necessary hearing, to prescribe waste discharge 
requirements to implement relevant water quality control 
plans, and authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board, 
after any necessary hearing, to prescribe waste discharge 
requirements, as specified. This bill would make technical, 
nonsubstantive changes to these provisions.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.
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2/26/2016

SB 1112 Cannella Would require a water or sewer system corporation with less 
than 2,000 service connections to receive the Public Utilities 
Commission's approval before entering into specified 
transactions valued at $5,000,000. The bill would provide that if 
a water or sewer system corporation fails to receive the 
commission's approval, the transaction is voidable by the 
commission until the commission either retroactively approves 
or conditionally approves the transaction. The bill would 
authorize the commission to delegate this approval authority to 
a specified division director. This bill contains other existing 
laws

2/18/2016 Spot bill.

SB 1114 Allen Would, by March 1, 2017, require the State Water Resources 
Control Board to include as part of its guidance a list of 
potential funding sources available to a public agency to fund 
projects identified in a public agency's stormwater resource 
plan.

2/18/2016 Spot bill.
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                                                          M E M O R A N D U M 

 
To: Orange County Water District 
 
From:  Townsend Public Affairs, Inc. 
 
Date:  February 23, 2016 
 
Subject: Monthly Political and Activity Report   

 
Specific Activities for the Month:  

 TPA is working with OCWD and WateReuse on legislation to bottle potable reuse water. Action 
this month has included: 

o Securing Assemblyman Richard Gordon as the author for the legislation. 
o Working with the Assemblyman’s office to get the bill introduced.  The bill was introduced 

on February 16th as AB 2022. 
o Frequent check in meetings and calls with Assemblymember Gordon’s office. 
o Coordinating with OCWD staff and the Assemblyman’s staff to prepare and issue a press 

release announcing the bill’s introduction. 
o Provided input on the one-page informational fact sheet that outlines the issue and the 

intent of the legislation. 
o Participated in a conference call with the Coastkeepers regarding their support for the 

legislation and their effort to secure the support of other environmental groups. 
o Reached out to other interested entities regarding support for AB 2022. 
o Drafted the template for a support letter for agencies to submit on AB 2022. 

 

 TPA provided OCWD staff with a legislative matrix that summarized and provided an analysis of 
the legislation being considered by ACWA and SAWPA legislative committees. 
 

 TPA provided OCWD staff with updates on relevant new legislation that was introduced 
throughout the month. 
 

 TPA participated in a meeting with Senator Hertzberg on February 5 to discuss his legislative 
priorities. TPA is follow-up with Senator Herzberg’s office on outstanding deliverables. 
 

 TPA provided OCWD staff with a state and local elected official contact list for the Children’s 
Water Education Festival. 
 

 TPA is working with OCWD staff to schedule time for a briefing on the OCWD Wildlife Exhibit. 
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State Political Update 
 
The Legislature began the year by focusing on addressing all two-year bills that were subject to the 
January 31 deadline. January 31 was the last day for each house to pass bills that did not pass out of 
their house of origin in the previous year. The Legislature then shifted its focus towards meeting the 
February 19 bill introduction deadline, which served as the last day for new legislation to be introduced 
in the 2016 legislative session. Between the beginning of the year and the bill introduction deadline, the 
Legislature introduced approximately 2,100 new bills for consideration. 
 
On February 2, TPA monitored a Joint Hearing of Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee and 
Budget Subcommittee #3 on Resources and Transportation. The hearing was generally focused on how 
Proposition 1 funds are being rolled out throughout the State.  During the hearing, the Legislative Analyst 
Office (LAO) explained that the State has already appropriated approximately $2.1 billion of the Bond’s 
$7.5 billion through either the budget process or as emergency funding. For Water Storage projects, an 
additional $2.7 billion dollars is continuously appropriated to the California Water Commission and has 
yet to be awarded in the form of grants. After a roughly $1.8 billion continuous plan was approved by the 
Legislature and the Governor, only approximately $1 billion remains available to the Legislature for future 
appropriations. 
 
The hearing consisted of two panels of experts who reported on the effect that Proposition 1 has had on 
their agency, as well as their respective Agency’s methods of project selection. A common theme among 
agency directors was the importance of knowing that the amount of the funding requests almost always 
exceeds the amount of money available. Agencies have to make tough decisions on which projects will 
leverage the most dollars and provide the best “bang for the buck”. The Committees also received 
feedback on Proposition 1 uses and perceived priorities from State agencies, State conservancies, Indian 
Tribes, and local water advocacy groups. The Committees are interested in appropriating the remaining 
money as soon as possible and want to ensure that agencies are doing all they can to expedite the 
process. 
 
Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Grant Program 
 
The State Water Resources Control Board has released the draft guidelines of their Proposition 1 
Groundwater Sustainability Grant Program for public comment. They will host five public meetings 
throughout the State in March 2016 to solicit public feedback. Written comments to the Board will be due 
by April 1. The SWRCB will administer $800 million for groundwater projects and programs that prevent 
or cleanup the contamination of groundwater that serves as a drinking water source. 
 
Draft Urban Water Conservation Regulatory Framework Amendments 
 
On February 2, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) voted to adopt an urban water 
conservation regulation that will extend Governor Brown’s conservation mandate until October 31, 2016 
to achieve a statewide reduction in potable use. The Office of Administrative law approved the extension 
of the conservation regulations on February 11. The SWRCB acknowledged that they would like to revisit 
the conservation regulation sometime in spring 2016 when the State’s water supply outlook can be more 
accurately measured. The final water conservation regulation included: 
 

 A total conservation adjustment for urban water suppliers of up to 8 percent 
o No suppliers may drop below an 8 percent conservation standard 

 A climate adjustment of up to 4 percent 

 A growth adjustment to account for water efficient growth since 2013 
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 A new local drought-resilient supply adjustment up to 8 percent for sources of supply created 
since 2013 

 
State Water Use: December 2015 
 
For the second straight month, Californian’s conserved the lowest percentage since the Governor’s 
Executive Order in April. Despite this, California continues to stay on track to meet the Governor’s goal 
of conserving 1.2 million acre feet of water by February 2016. Total water saved in the month of 
December was 18.3 percent when compared with December 2013. The cumulative water savings from 
June, July, August, September, October, November, and December when compared to the same months 
in 2013, is now 25.5 percent, or 91 percent of the Governor’s goal. Residential water use declined for the 
fifth month in a row despite 2015 being one of the hottest years on record. On average, Californian’s 
used 67 residential gallons per person per day in December, a decrease from the 76 residential gallons 
per person per day used in November. 
 
In December: 
 

 For June through December, the cumulative statewide reduction was 25.5 percent, compared 
with the same months in 2013. That equates to 1.1 million acre-feet (358.4 billion gallons), or 91 
percent of the 1.2 million acre-feet savings goal to be achieved by the end of February 2016. 

 

 Contributing to the lower monthly savings, December 2015 saw the lowest level of water provider 
compliance to date with 60 percent of suppliers meeting their conservation standards. 

 
Current Status: Bay Delta Conservation Plan – California WaterFix and California EcoRestore 
 
The public comment period on the recirculated draft environmental documents for California WaterFix 
(Twin Tunnels Proposal) ended on October 30, 2015. The public comment period had been open since 
July 10, 2015 and the comments will help the State finalize the Environmental Impact Report (EIR). All 
comments will be addressed in the final EIR and will be considered during the decision making process. 
The state will not make final decisions about the proposed project until after the CEQA and NEQA 
processes have finished, which is currently developing. However, a parallel process has begun at the 
State Water Resources Control Board to consider a petition to add a point of diversion for the State Water 
Project and Central Valley Project necessary to allow for the implementation of key components of 
California WaterFix.  
 
Additionally, in early 2016 the Department of Water Resources and a JPA comprised of public water 
agencies reached a tentative agreement to collaborate in the design and construction of California 
WaterFix, should the project be permitted by various state and federal regulators and should the public 
water agencies choose to pursue the project. The tentative agreement will not be effective until it is 
approved by both DWR and the JPA. 
 
 
 



california legislature—2015–16 regular session

ASSEMBLY BILL  No. 2022

Introduced by Assembly Member Gordon

February 16, 2016

An act to add Section 13570 to the Water Code, relating to water.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 2022, as introduced, Gordon. Advanced purified demonstration
water.

Existing law requires the State Department of Public Health to, on
or before December 31, 2013, adopt uniform water recycling criteria
for indirect potable reuse for groundwater recharge and to investigate
and, on or before December 31, 2016, report to the Legislature on the
feasibility of developing uniform water recycling criteria for direct
potable reuse. Existing law transferred these powers and responsibilities
to the State Water Resources Control Board on July 1, 2014.

Under existing law, the State Department of Public Health licenses
and regulates water bottlers, distributors, and vendors. Existing law
prescribes various quality and labeling standards for bottled water and
limits the levels of certain contaminants that may be contained in those
water products. Violation of these provisions is a crime.

This bill would authorize the operator of a facility producing advanced
purified demonstration water, as defined, to cause that water to be
bottled and distributed as samples for educational purposes and to
promote water recycling. The bill would prohibit the advanced purified
demonstration water from being distributed unless the water meets or
is superior to all federal and state drinking water standards. The bill
would authorize advanced purified demonstration water to be bottled
at a licensed water-bottling plant in compliance with specified
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provisions. The bill would further establish bottling and labeling
requirements for advanced purified demonstration water and would
prohibit a facility from bottling more than 2,500 gallons of the water
in a calendar year. The bill would specify that a violation of these
provisions does not constitute a crime.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 13570 is added to the Water Code, to
 line 2 read:
 line 3 13570. (a)  As used in this section, “advanced purified
 line 4 demonstration water” means product water from an advanced water
 line 5 purification facility that satisfies both of the following
 line 6 requirements:
 line 7 (1)  The product water is treated by means of all of the following
 line 8 treatment processes:
 line 9 (A)  Microfiltration, ultrafiltration, or other filtration processes

 line 10 to remove particulates before reverse osmosis.
 line 11 (B)  Reverse osmosis.
 line 12 (C)  Advanced oxidation.
 line 13 (2)  The product water meets or is superior to all federal and
 line 14 state drinking water standards.
 line 15 (b)  An advanced water purification facility may use an
 line 16 alternative treatment process in lieu of a process specified in
 line 17 subdivision (a) if the facility demonstrates to the Division of
 line 18 Drinking Water of the State Water Resources Control Board that
 line 19 the proposed alternative ensures at least the same level of protection
 line 20 to public health.
 line 21 (c)  Except as expressly set forth in this section, the operator of
 line 22 a facility producing advanced purified demonstration water may
 line 23 cause that water to be bottled and distributed as samples for
 line 24 educational purposes and to promote water recycling, without
 line 25 complying with the requirements of Article 12 (commencing with
 line 26 Section 111070) of Chapter 5 of Part 5 of Division 104 of the
 line 27 Health and Safety Code.
 line 28 (d)  Any operator seeking to bottle advanced purified
 line 29 demonstration water shall collect water samples prior to the
 line 30 commencement of the bottling process, and test that water in
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 line 1 accordance with Section 111165 of the Health and Safety Code.
 line 2 Advanced purified demonstration water shall not be distributed
 line 3 unless that water meets or is superior to all federal and state
 line 4 drinking water standards, all maximum contaminant levels
 line 5 established by the Division of Drinking Water of the State Water
 line 6 Resources Control Board for public drinking water, and all water
 line 7 purification requirements imposed by regulatory agencies on the
 line 8 water reclamation facility that produces the product water being
 line 9 used as advanced purified demonstration water.

 line 10 (e)  Advanced purified demonstration water may be bottled only
 line 11 at a licensed water-bottling plant in compliance with Sections
 line 12 111080, 111120, 111145, and 111155 of the Health and Safety
 line 13 Code.
 line 14 (f)  Advanced purified demonstration water shall be handled
 line 15 from the point of production to the completion of bottling in
 line 16 accordance with all regulations governing the transportation,
 line 17 bottling, and handling of bottled water, as defined in subdivision
 line 18 (a) of Section 111070 of the Health and Safety Code, including,
 line 19 but not limited to, subdivisions (b), (f), and (h) of Section 111075
 line 20 of the Health and Safety Code. A water bottling plant that bottles
 line 21 advanced purified demonstration water in accordance with this
 line 22 section may also bottle other potable water, subject to compliance
 line 23 with Article 12(commencing with Section 111070)of Chapter 5
 line 24 of Part 5 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code.
 line 25 (g)  Advanced purified demonstration water shall be bottled in
 line 26 nonreturnable (one-way) bottles or packages with labels containing
 line 27 the following information in an easily readable format that
 line 28 complies with all of the following:
 line 29 (1)  The label shall state “sample water--not for sale” and
 line 30 “advanced purified water meeting all federal and state drinking
 line 31 water standards.”
 line 32 (2)  The label shall set forth the name, address, telephone
 line 33 number, and Internet Web site of the operator of the facility
 line 34 producing the advanced purified demonstration water.
 line 35 (3)  The label shall include a brief description of the advanced
 line 36 purified demonstration water, including its source and the treatment
 line 37 processes to which the water is subjected.
 line 38 (h)  A single water purification facility may not bottle more than
 line 39 2,500 gallons of advanced purified demonstration water in a
 line 40 calendar year.
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 line 1 (i)  Advanced purified demonstration water shall not be sold or
 line 2 otherwise distributed in exchange for financial consideration.
 line 3 (j)  A violation of this section shall not be subject to Section
 line 4 111825 of the Health and Safety Code.

O
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Press Releases  
Gordon Legislation Enables Californians To Taste 
Test Advanced Purified Reused Water  
Details 
Created: Wednesday, 17 February 2016 10:54  

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – In a first step toward wide adoption of potable reused water, 
Assemblyman Rich Gordon (D-Menlo Park) introduced legislation today, AB 2022, allowing 
water agencies to bottle their potable reused water and distribute small amounts for free for 
educational purposes. Under current law, consumers must visit a water recycling facility in 
person to taste this clean, safe reused water that is often more pure than regular tap water. 

California's five-year drought has highlighted the fact that we must diversify our water portfolio 
to ensure water security for our growing population. "Californians are just one sip away from 
getting comfortable with drinking purified reused water. I tasted purified reused water from 
the Santa Clara Valley Water District; it was clear, delicious and surpassed health and safety 
standards," said Gordon, who is Chairman of the Assembly's Select Committee on Water 
Consumption and Alternative Sources. "This legislation will allow Californians to get a small 
taste of one of our main water sources of the future." 

Other advanced economies, such as Singapore, that live with water scarcity have been bottling 
advanced purified reused water for years.  With this legislation, California will once again be the 
first in the nation to demonstrate how innovative technology and a progressive mindset can 
address our limited resources. "This is the water that the astronauts drink!" said Gordon. 

One of the bill's co-sponsors, the Orange County Water District and the Orange County 
Sanitation District, operate the world's largest advanced water purification system. Their water 
meets and exceeds state and federal drinking water standards. "Each year, billions of gallons of 
treated wastewater that would otherwise be discharged to the Pacific Ocean can be captured, 
reused and serve as a safe and reliable source of water to help fulfill California's ever-growing 
demand," said OCWD President Cathy Green. "Thousands of stakeholders have toured our 
facility, the Groundwater Replenishment System, to learn about this advanced purification 
technology first-hand and taste the ultra-pure water. We have witnessed that tasting and seeing is 
believing, and we support legislation to bottle this type of water." 

"Drinking this water is one of the most effective ways to educate the public about the advanced 
purification process that turns wastewater into water that exceeds all drinking water standards," 
said Jennifer West, Managing Director of WateReuse California, another co-sponsor of the bill. 
"By allowing the bottling of this water for educational purposes only, AB 2022 will provide an 
opportunity for the public to learn more about the treatment process and this new and growing 
source of drinking water supply for California." 

http://asmdc.org/members/a24/news-room/press-releases/gordon-legislation-enables-californians-to-taste-test-advanced-purified-reused-water
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/news-room/press-releases/gordon-legislation-enables-californians-to-taste-test-advanced-purified-reused-water
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2022
http://asmdc.org/redirect/redirect.php?url=http://www.purewater4u.org/advanced-water-purification-processes
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/other-resources/select-committee-on-water-consumption-and-alternative-sources
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/other-resources/select-committee-on-water-consumption-and-alternative-sources
http://asmdc.org/redirect/redirect.php?url=http://www.ocwd.com/gwrs/about-gwrs/
https://watereuse.org/sections/watereuse-california/
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/
http://asmdc.org/members/a24/�


"California is a national leader on developing highly purified recycled water," said Sean 
Bothwell, Policy Director of California Coastkeeper Alliance. "This legislation will undoubtedly 
create more recycled water fans so that more communities can realize the potential of this 
resilient, sustainable water supply." 

 

http://www.cacoastkeeper.org/
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AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date: March 3, 2016 Budgeted: N/A 
  Budgeted Amount: N/A 
To: Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte Cost Estimate: N/A  
 Board of Directors Funding Source: N/A 
  Program/Line Item No.: N/A 
From:  Mike Markus General Counsel Approval: N/A  
 Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: E. Torres/A. Dunkin CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
POLICY ISSUE:  H2O LEARNING CENTER AT OCWD 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District) recently completed the water 
education corridor project. Other agencies have similar exhibits and have given them 
unique names for marketing purposes and to draw more tour guests. Staff is proposing 
the District adopt the name: H2O Learning Center at the Orange County Water 
District/OCWD to market OCWD’s educational programs at its Fountain Valley 
headquarters. 
 
Attachment(s): Presentation 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Agendize for March 16 Board meeting:  
1) Adopt and trademark the name “H2O Learning Center at the Orange County Water 

District/OCWD” to be used in marketing OCWD educational programs at OCWD’s 
Fountain Valley headquarters; and 

2) Select an “H2O Learning Center at OCWD” logo 
 

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
 
OCWD recently completed the water education corridor project, which consists of 
museum-grade interactive media displays.   
 
Visitors to OCWD partake/will partake in many educational opportunities, including, but 
not limited to: 

• Self-guided/guided tours of the interactive water exhibit 
• Tours of the Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS) 
• Tours of the Advanced Water Quality Assurance Laboratory (AWQAL) 
• Attend field trips and Water 101 classes 
• Groundwater Adventure Tour 
• Participate in STEM-curriculum based, hands-on activities 
• Complete vocational training and certification classes 
• Attend public meetings, WACO and water industry workshops 
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Staff researched how other agencies and corporations have named prominent exhibits 
within the confines of working offices and/or plants. For example, NeWater Visitor 
Centre in Singapore and TechH2O in El Paso, Texas are very well regarded in the water 
industry and have become an integral part of school education programs in their 
communities.  West Basin is completing a similar exhibit space and may consider giving 
it a name.  
 
While OCWD’s exhibit is smaller in scale, it is still worthy of being given a name that 
can: 
 
o Create more positive attention for the District 
 
o Lessen confusion between OCWD’s distinct activities and facilities and those of 

the Municipal Water District of Orange County  
 
o Create a new draw for media  
 
o Aid in marketing efforts to draw more students and teachers 
 
o Enhance branding of OCWD 
 
o Attract new audiences 
 
The Visitor Center Ad Hoc Committee met in February to discuss name options, 
including: 
          OCWD Learning Center 
          H2O Learning Center 
          H2O Learning Center at the Orange County Water District 
 
During the discussions, it was suggested that the first name was too broad and that the 
second name should include OCWD’s name somewhere in addition to having the 
District’s logo represent the “O” in “H2O.”  The committee then directed staff to create 
designs for the board’s consideration. 
 
Staff will present four logo designs for the “H2O Learning Center at the Orange County 
Water District” for the board’s review and selection. 
 
Following the board’s decision, in the coming months staff will: 
        - Create ads and materials to advertise the center 
        - Implement marketing and outreach plan 
        - Work with producers to host 2-3 schools from each city 
        - Enhance GWRS tour route, create new tour script, create new presentations and         
          retrain tour guides using new materials and interactives 
Plan and host a dedication event (date to be determined) 



Naming the 
Water Education Corridor

Communications & Legislative Liaison Committee 
March 3, 2016



What do/will visitors do? 
• Self/guided tour of the interactive exhibit
• Tour the GWRS
• Tour the AWQAL (the lab)
• Attend field trips and Water 101 classes
• Participate in STEM hands-on activities
• Complete vocational training and certification classes
• Attend public meetings: WACO, board, industry 

workshops, etc. 



Researched water visitor centers
• West Basin MWD – no name yet
• Singapore PUB – NEWater Visitor 

Centre
• El Paso Water Utilities – TecH20 

Center



Other non-water visitor centers
• SCE – Energy Education Center
• SoCal Gas – Energy Resource Center
• U.S. Capitol – Capitol Visitor Center
• Permanent exhibits at museums are 

named
– Discovery Cube’s– Water Gallery 

and Water Lab



Why give it a name?
• The name will…

– Create more positive attention
– Create a ‘new factor’ that media will want to cover
– Will aid marketing efforts to students and teachers – fun and 

educational field trip opportunity
– Will enhance the overall branding of OCWD
– We are already a hub for people to seek OCWD’s expertise –

let’s give that hub a name and lock in/solidify our industry 
influence

– Shared offices confuses the general public; further clarifies 
OCWD’s distinct facilities, operations and role

– Will attract new audiences



Staff ideas

• 20 + suggestions, including:
– H2O Center of Innovation 
– H2OC Learning Center
– The Great Hall of Water
– OC WET Center (OC Water Education & Technology 

Center)
– OC Water Walk



Proposed names 
• The following names were discussed by the Visitor Center Ad Hoc 

Committee:
– OCWD Learning Center
– H20 Learning Center
– H20 Learning Center at the Orange County Water District/OCWD

• The committee selected H2O Learning Center at OCWD/ 
the Orange County Water District

• Learning Center was too broad, and even though the “O” in 
the H2O logo would include the OCWD logo, the committee 
felt the OCWD location should be emphasized in the center 
name and logo



Consistent branding



Logo designs
• Asked to create a version without logo 

icons



Draft logo designs



Logo designs

A

B

C

D



B&W logo designs

A

B

C

D



Recommendation
1) Adopt and trademark the name “H2O Learning 

Center at the Orange County Water 
District/OCWD” to be used in marketing OCWD 
educational programs at OCWD’s Fountain 
Valley headquarters; and

2) Select an “H2O Learning Center at OCWD” logo
– Staff will spell out “Orange County Water District” in copy when 

referring to the center, but “OCWD” will used in the logo due to 
spacing issues



Next steps

• Create ads and materials to advertise center
• Implement marketing and outreach plan
• Work with producers to host 2-3 schools from each 

city to visit center
• Enhance GWRS tour route, create new tour script, 

create new presentation(s), train tour guides
• Dedication event – date TBD
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AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date:  March 3, 2016 Budgeted: N/A 
  Budgeted Amount: N/A 
To: Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte. Cost Estimate: N/A  
 Board of Directors Funding Source: N/A 
  Program/Line Item No.: N/A 
From:  Mike Markus General Counsel Approval: N/A 
 Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: E. Torres/G. Ayala CEQA Compliance: N/A 
  
POLICY ISSUE:  PUBLIC AFFAIRS OUTREACH REPORT [FEBRUARY 2016] 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Outreach for Orange County Water District (OCWD) projects, including the Groundwater 
Replenishment System (GWRS), continues with a major focus to build and maintain 
support for OCWD projects and the GWRS, as well as field media interest and media 
coverage. Following is list of outreach and media activity. 
 
Attachment(s):  February 2016 clip report 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Informational 
 
RELEVANT STANDARDS 
 
• Maintain a transparent role within the community by educating stakeholders about 

OCWD’s roles, priorities and strategic initiatives. 
• Build confidence and support with the community.  
• Build and maintain support for OCWD and its projects and educate stakeholders about 

them. 
 

DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS 
Tours: 
Approximately 400 guests toured the GWRS and other OCWD facilities in February; 
following is a list of groups, companies, schools and organizations that participated in the 
tours. 

• Central Valley Farmers, in association with Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California 

• Members of the public tour 
• Students from Rancho Alamitos High School 
• Nursing students from California State University, Fullerton (CSUF) 
• Two classes from San Clemente High School 
• Hydrogeology students from California State University, San Bernardino 
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• Representatives from Horshiba Instruments 
• Students from Godinez High School, in association with OC Coastkeepers 
• Nursing students from California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) 
• Representatives from Hampton Road Sanitation District 
• Certified Unified Program Agency 
• Nursing students from Vanguard University 

 
Upcoming tours: 
• CSULB, March 3 
• Public tour, March 4 & April 1 
• Estancia High School, March 7 & 8 
• Environmental & Social Policy Magnet High School, March 10 
• University of California, Santa Barbara, March 11 
• Dartmouth, March 12 
• Biola University, March 14 
• Edison High School, March 25 
• Katella High School, March 28 
• El Modena High School, March 29 
• ASCE/CSULB Co-Conference, March 31 
• CSUF, April 4 
• Huntington Beach High School, April 6 & 7 
 

Speakers bureau: 

As part of OCWD’s standard to forge and maintain long-term, positive and proactive 
relationships with members of the community and be transparent about its operations and 
programs, OCWD board members and staff participate, regularly, at community events 
and speak before civic groups. Below is a listing of the February speakers’ bureau 
engagements. 

• Angels Booster Club meeting 
• Mesa Water District’s Water Issues Study Group 
• Mid-Basin Injection project meetings 
• Surf City Tea 
• Morningside Men’s Club 
 

Upcoming speakers bureau: 

(The Speakers Bureau schedule is provided via email on a weekly basis) 

• The National Association of Environmental Professional, March 2 
• California Council of Land Trusts, March 9 
• California Water Environment Association, March 17 
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Media clips and inquiries 
There were 15 media inquiries during the month of February from local, national and 
international outlets.  
 
There were 63 global news hits for OCWD, the GWRS and other District programs and 
projects. This number reflects multiple hits of the same story. The news clips report for 
February is attached. 
 
Social media: 

Following are the number of social media posts for OCWD social media channels during 
February.  

• OCWD Twitter: 35 posts 
• OCWD Facebook: 34 posts  
 
Press releases and electronic publications: 

• In February, the following press releases were issued: 
o El Niño Rains Increase Orange County Water Supplies During Drought 
o International Water Reuse Leaders Support Los Angeles Water Reliability 

Project 
• Staff wrote and distributed the February issue of Hydrospectives, OCWD’s monthly 

e-newsletter. http://www.ocwd.com/news-events/newsletter/ 
• Four editions of OCWD’s weekly Water Lines were distributed electronically to keep 

stakeholders informed of important water news and issues. They are posted on 
OCWD’s website: http://www.ocwd.com/news-events/ocwd-in-the-news/. 
 
 
 

http://www.ocwd.com/media/3920/el-nino-rains-increase-oc-water-supplies-during-drought.pdf
http://www.ocwd.com/media/3919/international-water-reuse-leaders-support-los-angeles-water-reliability-project-_final.pdf
http://www.ocwd.com/media/3919/international-water-reuse-leaders-support-los-angeles-water-reliability-project-_final.pdf
http://www.ocwd.com/news-events/newsletter/
http://www.ocwd.com/news-events/ocwd-in-the-news/


FEBRUARY 2016

MEDIA HITS

Agent Name Orange County Water District | Global Press

Number of hits 63

Outlet/Publication Country Date Headline

Association of California Water Agencies United States 02/24/16 09:10West Basin's Recycling Efforts Recognized by State Water Board

Laguna Beach Independent Newspaper United States 02/19/16 16:45Kudos for Pursuing Water Rights

Culver City Crossroads United States 02/18/16 23:40State Applauds West Basin for Water Recycling & Conservation

The Sacramento Bee United States 02/18/16 10:11Try the treated wastewater, California legislator says

Orange County Register United States 02/16/16 14:28Water conservation mandate loosened for Fullerton

Orange Juice Blog United States 02/15/16 21:33Poseidon progress report: Eight ways to screw the public!

California Political Review United States 02/15/16 20:58Why Water/Energy Costs So Much in L.A.: Security Guard “Earns” $197,000 in a Year

Coyote Gulch - WordPress.com United States 02/15/16 06:25Cloud seeding: “It can’t replace dams or conservation” — Joe Busto

Orange County Register United States 02/14/16 14:05Letters: Bullet train math doesn't add up

Orange County Register United States 02/14/16 06:05Bullet train math doesn't add up

Los Angeles Times United States 02/12/16 16:37Everyone can water on Tuesdays and Saturdays as Mesa district eases rules

Los Angeles Times (Premium) United States 02/12/16 00:00Everyone can water on Tuesdays and Saturdays as Mesa district eases rules

Fox4KC.com United States 02/12/16 11:03Watch raw sewage turn into drinkable water in just minutes

Fox6now.com United States 02/12/16 07:14Watch raw sewage turn into drinkable water in just minutes

KTLA 5 United States 02/12/16 04:45From Toilet to Tap in a Matter of Minutes

Property And Environment Research 

Center United States 02/12/16 01:03Market Plan Can Ease State Water Shortage

Telluride Daily Planet United States 02/11/16 09:53Silver Bullet

Napa Valley Register (AP) United States 02/10/16 19:46Dan Walters: Conservation vs. new supply in Water Wars

United States Senator Dianne Feinstein United States 02/10/16 10:01Feinstein Introduces Revised Drought Relief Bill

Maven's Notebook United States 02/10/16 09:15This just in … Feinstein Introduces Revised Drought Relief Bill

California News Feed United States 02/10/16 06:03

Supervisors reaffirm support for Huntington Beach’s Poseidon desalination plant after reduce 

water-demand estimate

Orange County Register United States 02/10/16 05:11Board reaffirms support for desalination plant

Orange County Register United States 02/09/16 15:04Supervisors reaffirm support for Poseidon desal plant following lower water-demand estimate

Noodls United Kingdom 02/09/16 10:32State Extends Water Conservation Mandate through Fall

Maven's Notebook United States 02/09/16 08:45

Daily Digest: Is CA ready to build its next big dam?; Temperance Flat sparks government fight; 

Water district accuses State Water Board of overstepping boundaries; Many larger reservoirs 

still starved for rain; and more …

Desalination & Water Reuse United Kingdom 02/08/16 16:23AMTA and AWWA announce ward winners

Maven's Notebook United States 02/08/16 08:45

Daily Digest: Dry February could bring problems for the drought-stricken Valley; Orange 

County: Historic water pact taps a local source; Are drought conditions in the Southwest here to 

stay? and more …

Laguna Beach Independent Newspaper United States 02/08/16 01:08Historic Water Pact Taps a Local Source
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MEDIA HITS

Outlet/Publication Country Date Headline

Maven's Notebook United States 02/07/16 08:00

Daily Digest, weekend edition: California lawmakers urged to plan for future droughts; Drought 

is still ‘very serious’ despite near record snow; Water releases increased at NorCal dams; Rural 

water providers lose out over fee claim; and more …

ABC 10 United States 02/06/16 12:04Dan Walters: Skirmishes in California's water war

The Desert Sun United States 02/06/16 12:04Dan Walters: Skirmishes in California's water war

Orange County Register United States 02/06/16 05:15Lower water demand forecast

California CA - AmericanTowns.com United States 02/05/16 23:33How would desalinated water be distributed? Water district decides to look at 5 of 8 options

Los Angeles Times United States 02/05/16 12:11How would desalinated water be distributed? Water district decides to look at 5 of 8 options

Orange County Register United States 02/05/16 20:18Orange County will demand less water in the future, new forecasts say

Empowering Pumps United States 02/05/16 07:34AMTA and AWWA announce awardees at this year’s Membrane Technology Conference

American Water Works Association United States 02/04/16 13:21AMTA and AWWA announce awardees at this year’s Membrane Technology Conference

Water & Wastes Digest United States 02/05/16 06:50AMTA, AWWA Announce Awardees at Membrane Technology Conference

The Sacramento Bee United States 02/04/16 18:15Dan Walters: Debate over new supplies is microcosm of state’s water war

Los Angeles Times (Premium) United States 02/04/16 00:00Local water districts may get break from state on use reductions

Los Angeles Times United States 02/03/16 17:21Local water districts may get break from state on use reductions

Los Angeles Times (Premium) United States 02/04/16 00:00Yes, you still have to conserve water. But the state's rules might ease soon

Water Online United States 02/03/16 22:06AMTA And AWWA Announce Awardees At This Year's Membrane Technology Conference

Environmental Expert.com Spain 02/03/16 15:00AMTA and AWWA announce awardees at this year`s Membrane Technology Conference

Styrk United States 02/03/16 06:30If you're not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Orange County Register United States 02/03/16 05:18Some cities may miss water-savings targets

Water Online United States 02/03/16 00:03AMTA Awards And AMTA/AWWA MTC16 Awards

Redlands Daily Facts United States 02/02/16 20:43If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Press-Telegram (AP) United States 02/02/16 10:18If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

The Daily Breeze United States 02/02/16 10:00If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Los Angeles Daily News (AP) United States 02/02/16 10:00If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Whittier Daily News United States 02/01/16 23:24If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Pasadena Star-News (AP) United States 02/01/16 23:24If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

SGVTribune.com United States 02/01/16 23:24If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

San Bernardino County Sun (AP) United States 02/01/16 21:44If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

DailyBulletin.com (AP) United States 02/01/16 21:43If you’re not drinking treated sewer water, you soon will be

Pacific Institute United States 02/02/16 10:33Update on the California Drought – February 2

Styrk United States 02/02/16 06:30Agencies find new water source from the sewer

Pasadena Star-News (AP) United States 02/01/16 23:24Agencies find new water source from the sewer

SGVTribune.com United States 02/01/16 23:24Agencies find new water source from the sewer

Whittier Daily News United States 02/01/16 23:24Agencies find new water source from the sewer

San Bernardino County Sun (AP) United States 02/01/16 21:44Agencies find new water source from the sewer

DailyBulletin.com (AP) United States 02/01/16 21:43Agencies find new water source from the sewer
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AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date: March 3, 2016 Budgeted: Yes 
  Budgeted Amount: $72,000  
To: Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte. Cost Estimate (gross): $72,000 (-$4,000 Net) 

 Board of Directors Funding Source: 1012.51119  
  Program/Line Item No.: 9959 
From:  Mike Markus General Counsel Approval: N/A 
 Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: E. Torres CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
Subject:  9th ANNUAL ORANGE COUNTY WATER SUMMIT  
 
SUMMARY 
 
The 9th annual Orange County Water Summit will take place Friday, May 20, 2016 at the 
Westin Hotel in Costa Mesa. Staff will provide a draft event flier and program.  
 
Attachment(s):  
• Draft 2016 OC Water Summit Program 
• Draft 2016 OC Water Summit Save-the-Date Samples 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Informational 
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS  
 
The 9th Annual O.C. Water Summit will be held at the Westin Hotel in Costa Mesa on 
Friday, May 20, 2016 from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. OCWD co-hosts the event with the 
Municipal Water District of Orange County. 
 
A copy of the draft program is attached for the committee’s review.  
 
$10,000 in sponsorships have been committed to date.  OCWD and MWDOC will be 
reaching out to mayors of each Orange County city to extend invitations to them and their 
city managers to attend the event. 
 
PREVIOUS RELEVANT BOARD ACTION(S) Annual 
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External Program Updated 2/23/2016 

 

 

The Perfect Storm 
 

Friday, May 20, 2016 
The Westin, South Coast Plaza Hotel 

7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
 
 

7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. Registration & Continental Breakfast 
 
8:00 a.m. to 8:10 a.m. Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Session 1   The Calm Before the Storm: Where Our Water Comes From 
8:10 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Moderator: (Emcee) 

 
Topic(s): Where O.C.’s Water Comes From – O.C.’s portfolio - supplies 

Session begins with a 4-minute animation by OCWD staffer 

Speakers: 
• Mike Markus, General Manager, Orange County Water District  

Groundwater  
  Include GWRS, basins, Santa Ana River storm water  
  Capture, etc. 

 
• Rob Hunter, General Manager, Municipal Water District of Orange County 

(Confirmed) 
Imported water  
 Include Delta and Colorado distribution, pipeline, energy, etc. 

 
Session 2 Storms on the Horizon 
8:30 a.m. to 9:25 a.m. Moderator: Dr. David Feldman, Water: UCI (Confirmed) 

 

Topic(s): Threats to Our Water Supply 

Speakers:  
• Dr. Lucy Jones, Seismologist and Visiting Research Associate,  

U.S. Geological Survey/Seismology Laboratory of CalTech (Invited) 
Natural Threats, Earthquake Warning System 
 

• Dr. Jay Famiglietti, Senior Water Scientist, NASA-Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (Invited) 
Overuse/management, satellite imagery of water depletion in CA and 
around the globe 
 

Session 3 The Financial Wind Chill Factor 
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External Program Updated 2/23/2016 

9:25 a.m. to 9:55 a.m. Moderator: Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce Chairwoman Jennifer 
Farrell, Rutan & Tucker (Invited) 
 

Topic(s): Impacts of No Water 

Speakers:  
• Kelly Salt, Partner, Best Best & Krieger (Confirmed) 

Rate setting, proposed changes to Chapter 10, district finances 
 

• UCLA Anderson School of Business (Invited) 
Business, community impacts 

 
Break: 
9:55 a.m. to 10:10 a.m. 
 
Session 4  
10:10 a.m. to 11:10 a.m.  The Forecast/Sunshine Ahead 
 Moderator: 
  

Speakers: 
• US Army Corps (need direction) 
• Jeff Kightlinger or Debra Mann, MET IRP, Carson (Invited) 

 
Session 5 
11:10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Singing in the Rain; Companies That Survive the Storm  

Moderator: Building Industry Association Rep (Invited) 
 

    Speakers: 
• Rancho Mission Viejo/The Irvine Company (Invited) 

Building drought-proof homes 
 

• Bank of America/Merrill Lynch (Invited) 
Largest municipal/public agency bond issuer in the U.S. 
 

• Shocktop (Invited) 
Brewery that has had to make adjustments because of the drought; 
possible post event reception sponsor. Company “Shock the Drought,” 
includes branded digital advertising urging water conservation as well as 
donation to inventors developing water-saving inventions. LA brewery 
also voluntarily reduced water use by 11 percent or so. 

 
 
Lunch Service Begins 
12:00 p.m. 
 
Lunch Session  
12:20 p.m. to 1:35 p.m. Tropical Depression: Surviving Turbulent Times 
     

Speaker: 
• Richard Wilson, Author, “Death of a Water District” (Invited) 
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