




 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SUPERVISOR, THIRD DISTRICT 
 ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 400 W. CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, SIXTH FLOOR 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92701 
 714-834-3330 

 DONWAGNERCA.COM

March 3, 2026 
 
The Honorable Young Kim 
United States House of Representatives 
1306 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
RE:Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 
 
Dear Representative Kim: 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) 
application for $4 million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination 
in its groundwater basin. This basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, 
providing 85% of the water for 2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the 
contamination, OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to 
address PFAS, including expenses for replacement water, capital investments, and 
ongoing treatment. 

This funding would support restoration of one well in OCWD’s service area that is critical 
to ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water 
providers rely on groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. 
Currently, PFAS contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, 
including disadvantaged communities representing 500,000 people. While state 
regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 
53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an 
estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – making the need for federal 
support even more urgent. 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s 
largest PFAS pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken 
action to cover 100% of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as 
well as 50% of operations and maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a 
tremendous financial strain on the District and its ratepayers, raising concerns about 
water affordability for the community. 
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I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting 
public health, ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in 
Orange County. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Donald P. Wagner 
Supervisor, Orange County Third District  
 
 



DOUG CHAFFEE 
CHAIR, ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 SUPERVISOR, FOURTH DISTRICT 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION NORTH 

 400 W. CIVIC CENTER DR. 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92701  

PHONE (714) 834-3440  

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 2026  

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives  

1306 Longworth House Office Building  

Washington, DC 20515 

 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects – Support  

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application for $4 

million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater basin. This 

basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 2.5 million residents. 

Despite having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs over the next 

30 years to address PFAS, including expenses for replacement water, capital investments, and ongoing 

treatment. 

 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to ensure the 

continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on groundwater for 

100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS contamination impacts 15 water 

agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged communities representing 500,000 

people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have 

restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an 

estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – making the need for federal support even more 

urgent. 

 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS pilot 

program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% of the design 

and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and maintenance costs. These 

efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on the District and its ratepayers, raising concerns about 

water affordability for the community. 

 

I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting public health, 

ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in Orange County. Thank you for 

your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Doug Chaffee 

Chair, Orange County Board of Supervisors  

Supervisor, Orange County Fourth District  

 



VICENTE SARMIENTO 
ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

SUPERVISOR, SECOND DISTRICT 

 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION NORTH 

400 W. CIVIC CENTER DRIVE, 6TH FLOOR 

SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 92701 

PHONE (714) 834-3220 

HTTP://SUPERVISORSARMIENTO.COM 

 
March 4, 2026 

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects – Support 

 

Dear Representative Kim, 

 

I write to express strong support for the Orange County Water District’s application for $4 million in 

Community Project Funding to address PFAS contamination in the Orange County Groundwater 

Basin. This basin provides roughly 85% of the drinking water for 2.5 million residents, including 

communities in the Second District such as Santa Ana, Anaheim, Garden Grove, Orange, and Tustin. 

 

Although not responsible for the contamination, the District faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs 

over 30 years for replacement water, capital improvements, and ongoing treatment. PFAS currently 

affects 15 local water agencies, including disadvantaged communities in Santa Ana and nearby areas. 

 

The funding would help restore two critical wells essential to maintaining groundwater availability and 

purification. While the District has successfully restored 53 wells, upcoming federal PFAS regulations 

will require treatment of an additional 44 wells, further increasing costs and urgency. 

 

The Orange County Water District has shown strong leadership through one of the nation’s largest 

PFAS pilot programs and by covering design, construction, and substantial operational costs for 

treatment facilities, placing considerable financial strain on the District and its ratepayers. I urge you 

to support this funding to protect public health, ensure water reliability for my constituents, and 

strengthen long-term water security for millions of residents. 

 

Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Vicente Sarmiento 

Supervisor, Second District 

Orange County Board of Supervisors 



 

 

 

 

 

March 2nd, 2026 

 

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

I write to express my support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application for $4 

million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater basin. This 

basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 2.5 million 

residents. Despite having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in 

costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, including expenses for replacement water, capital 

investments, and ongoing treatment. 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to 

ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on 

groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS 

contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged 

communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 

wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. 

EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – 

making the need for federal support even more urgent. 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS 

pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% 

of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and 

maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on the District and its 

ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

   
Kelly Seyarto 

State Senator, 32nd District 

 

 

 



 

 

 

March 3, 2026 
 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application for $4 million in 

Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater basin. This basin is the foundation of 

the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the 

contamination, OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, including 

expenses for replacement water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to ensure the continued 

purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on groundwater for 100% of their supply, making 

the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, 

including disadvantaged communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 

wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. EPA’s impending 

PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – making the need for federal support even 

more urgent. 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS pilot program to 

assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% of the design and construction costs for 

treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous 

financial strain on the District and its ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 

I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting public health, ensuring water 

security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in Orange County. Thank you for your leadership and attention 

to this urgent matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Senator Tony Strickland 

36th Senate District 

California State Senate  



 

 

March 3, 2026 

 
The Honorable Young Kim      
U.S. House of Representatives        
1306 Longworth House Office Building      
Washington, DC 20515       
 
RE: Orange County Water District, PFAS Cleanup Projects, FY 2027 Community Project Funding Request 
 
Dear Representative Kim: 
 
I am writing to express support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application for $4 million in 
Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater basin. This basin is the 
foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85 percent of the water for 2.5 million residents. Despite 
having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to 
address PFAS, including expenses for replacement water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 
 
This funding would support restoration of one well in OCWD’s service area that is critical to ensure the 
continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on groundwater for 100 
percent of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS contamination impacts 15 water 
agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged communities representing 500,000 people. 
While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells 
back to service. However, with the U.S. EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells 
will require treatment – making the need for federal support even more urgent. 
 
OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS pilot program 
to assess treatment technologies. OCWD has also taken action to cover 100 percent of the design and 
construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50 percent of operations and maintenance costs. These 
efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on OCWD and its ratepayers, raising concerns about water 
affordability for the community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and support. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cottie Petrie-Norris 
Assemblymember, 73rd District 



 

 

 
March 6, 2026 
 
The Honorable Young Kim 
United States House of Representatives 
1306 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 
 
Dear Representative Kim: 
 
I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application 
for $4 million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater 
basin. This basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 
2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated 
$1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, including expenses for replacement 
water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 
 
This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to 
ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on 
groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS 
contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged 
communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 
wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. 
EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – 
making the need for federal support even more urgent. 
 
OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS 
pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% 
of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and 
maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on the District and 
its ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 
 
I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting public 
health, ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in Orange 
County. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Diane B. Dixon 
Assemblymember, 72nd District 



 

 

 
 



 

 

March 3, 2026 

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

 

Subject: Support for Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Project Funding 

Request 

 

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) 

application for $4 million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in 

its groundwater basin. This basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 

85% of the water for 2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the contamination, 

OCWD faces an estimated $1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, 

including expenses for replacement water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 

 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical 

to ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers 

rely on groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, 

PFAS contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, including 

disadvantaged communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially 

impacted 62 of 200 wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. 

However, with the U.S. EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional 

wells will require treatment – making the need for federal support even more urgent. 

 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest 

PFAS pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to 

cover 100% of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of 

operations and maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on 

the District and its ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 

 

I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting 

public health, ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in 

Orange County. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Kate Sanchez 

Assemblymember 71st District 



 
March 3, 2026 

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application 

for $4 million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater 

basin. This basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 

2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated 

$1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, including expenses for replacement 

water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 

 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to 

ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on 

groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS 

contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged 

communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 

wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. 

EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – 

making the need for federal support even more urgent. 

 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS 

pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% 

of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and 

maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on the District and its 

ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 

 

I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting public 

health, ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in Orange 

County. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Assemblyman Phillip Chen 

District 59 



 

 

March 3, 2026 

 

 

The Honorable Young Kim 

United States House of Representatives 

1306 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

RE: Orange County Water District’s PFAS Cleanup Projects - Support 

 

Dear Representative Kim: 

 

I write to express my strong support for the Orange County Water District’s (OCWD) application 

for $4 million in Community Project Funding to combat PFAS contamination in its groundwater 

basin. This basin is the foundation of the region’s water supply, providing 85% of the water for 

2.5 million residents. Despite having no role in the contamination, OCWD faces an estimated 

$1.8 billion in costs over the next 30 years to address PFAS, including expenses for replacement 

water, capital investments, and ongoing treatment. 

 

This funding would support restoration of two wells in OCWD’s service area that are critical to 

ensure the continued purification of this vital water source. Some local water providers rely on 

groundwater for 100% of their supply, making the stakes even higher. Currently, PFAS 

contamination impacts 15 water agencies within OCWD’s service area, including disadvantaged 

communities representing 500,000 people. While state regulations initially impacted 62 of 200 

wells, OCWD’s proactive efforts have restored 53 wells back to service. However, with the U.S. 

EPA’s impending PFAS regulations, an estimated 44 additional wells will require treatment – 

making the need for federal support even more urgent. 

 

OCWD has demonstrated leadership in addressing this issue, launching the nation’s largest PFAS 

pilot program to assess treatment technologies. The District has also taken action to cover 100% 

of the design and construction costs for treatment facilities, as well as 50% of operations and 

maintenance costs. These efforts have placed a tremendous financial strain on the District and its 

ratepayers, raising concerns about water affordability for the community. 

 

I urge you to support OCWD’s funding request. Your advocacy is essential in protecting public 

health, ensuring water security, and alleviating the financial burden on millions in Orange 

County. Thank you for your leadership and attention to this urgent matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
TRI TA 

Assemblyman, 70th District 




