
The Groundwater Replenishment System
(GWRS) has been featured hundreds of
times in local, national and international
media. Following are a selection of notable
stories, articles and appearances.

GWRS
MEDIA MENTIONS



Buzzfeed: People Drink Sewage Water For The First Time

ABC7: World’s largest water recycling plant located in Orange County getting
major expansion

PBS: Weathering the Future

CBS Los Angeles: Running On Empty: OC Water District’s Mehul Patel

ABC7: OC’s ‘toilet to tap’ drinking water a tough sell even on a hot day

Expansion of world's biggest water reuse system in Orange County now complete

Spectrum News 1: California seeks to introduce purified wastewater to
drinking supplies

Brave Blue World Documentary

Mission Unstoppable: Environmental Engineer Cleans California’s Water

California’s Gold” Huell Howser Visits the GWRS

On-Air
Selections from television, film, radio, and podcasts

Green Sense Radio: Drinking waste water

H2O and Beyond Podcast

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-f_F3tE9rA
https://abc7.com/orange-county-groundwater-replenishment-system-worlds-largest-water-recycling-plant-expansion-project/11988409/
https://abc7.com/orange-county-groundwater-replenishment-system-worlds-largest-water-recycling-plant-expansion-project/11988409/
https://www.pbs.org/video/weathering-the-future-kputuw/
https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/running-on-empty-oc-water-districts-mehul-patel/
https://abc7.com/post/ocs-toilet-to-tap-water-project-a-tough-sell/2129378/
https://abc7.com/post/orange-county-water-districts-groundwater-replenishment-system-mehul-patel-katie-porter/13128506/
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/la-west/environment/2023/08/23/california-seeks-to-introduce-purified-wastewater-to-drinking-supplies
https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/la-west/environment/2023/08/23/california-seeks-to-introduce-purified-wastewater-to-drinking-supplies
https://www.braveblue.world/
https://youtu.be/oMEq8t1oog4?si=QupzdsVqQ_PEmwKF
https://youtu.be/dk2Cy_U_8Yg
https://greensense.podbean.com/e/drinking-waste-watercombatting-climate-change-locallyhyundai-ioniq-ev/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mJ-VW53KyBY


& the West: In times of scarcity, California’s best new source of water? Reuse.

KQED: Nation’s Largest Water Recycling Plant Expanding in Orange County

OC Register: Orange County has led the way as a model for recycling water,
but here’s what’s being done to do more

LAist: California Takes Big Step To Boost Use of Purified Sewage Water To
Combat Drought

Print
Selections from newspapers, magazines and online
publications

National Geographic: Water Our Thirsty World

"The Guardian: 'Tastes Like Water’: How a U.S. Facility is Recycling Sewage to Drink

LA Times: A watershed moment, Orange County leaders gush over system
completion

LA Times: Water flowing from toilet to tap may be hard to swallow

The Wall Street Journal: Sewer to Spigot: Recycled Water

Christian Science Monitor: Water’s odyssey from sewer to cup

The Wall Street Journal: From Toilet to Tap: What Cities Need to Overcome
to Make That Happen

USA Today: From toilets to tap

The New York Times: From Sewage, Added Water for Drinking

Water World: The largest groundwater recharge plant in the world

Smart Water Magazine: How Orange County’s GWRS revolutionized water
reuse

https://andthewest.stanford.edu/2023/in-times-of-scarcity-californias-best-new-source-of-water-reuse/
https://www.kqed.org/news/11218554/nations-largest-water-recycling-plant-expanding-in-orange-county
https://www.ocregister.com/2015/08/18/orange-county-has-led-the-way-as-a-model-for-recycling-water-but-heres-whats-being-done-to-do-more/
https://www.ocregister.com/2015/08/18/orange-county-has-led-the-way-as-a-model-for-recycling-water-but-heres-whats-being-done-to-do-more/
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/california-takes-big-step-to-boost-use-of-purified-sewage-water-to-combat-drought?fbclid=IwAR3mKURjQa3Kf2dRcoyHhXc7hBe9VNXMqxgFmWLSFPXYKTHDWewYzEBX6S8
https://laist.com/news/climate-environment/california-takes-big-step-to-boost-use-of-purified-sewage-water-to-combat-drought?fbclid=IwAR3mKURjQa3Kf2dRcoyHhXc7hBe9VNXMqxgFmWLSFPXYKTHDWewYzEBX6S8
https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/national-geographic-water-our-thirsty-world-april-2010.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/jun/06/water-scarcity-us-facility-recycling-sewage-to-drink
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2023-04-14/a-watershed-moment-orange-county-leaders-gush-over-system-completion
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2023-04-14/a-watershed-moment-orange-county-leaders-gush-over-system-completion
https://www.latimes.com/socal/daily-pilot/news/story/2023-04-14/a-watershed-moment-orange-county-leaders-gush-over-system-completion
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB121081371900793887?msockid=31db10791f3b6ba42ed107681ecf6ae1
https://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/Living-Green/2008/0730/water-s-odyssey-from-sewer-to-cup
https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/wall-street-journal.pdf
https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/wall-street-journal.pdf
https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/REPRINT.USA-Today.March-3-Article.pdf
https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/NY-Times-From-sewage-added-water-for-drinking-11.27.2007.pdf
https://www.waterworld.com/water-reuse/video/55235145/the-largest-groundwater-recharge-plant-in-the-world
https://smartwatermagazine.com/blogs/mehul-patel/how-orange-countys-gwrs-revolutionized-water-reuse
https://smartwatermagazine.com/blogs/mehul-patel/how-orange-countys-gwrs-revolutionized-water-reuse


For a list of stories published
prior to and immediately

following the GWRS coming
online, please click here.

https://www.ocwd.com/wp-content/uploads/GWR-System-Media-Coverage-COMPENDIUM.8.13.09.doc

