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ORANGE COUNTY’S GROUNDWATER REPLENISHMENT SYSTEM WINS NATIONAL 
AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING WATER SUPPLY PROJECT 

 
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif. (December 14, 2023) – The Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS) was 
recognized as an outstanding groundwater supply project by the National Ground Water Association 
(NGWA). This honor was received at NGWA’s Groundwater Week this month in Las Vegas for increasing 
local water supplies through reuse and recharge.  

The GWRS, a joint project between the Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District) and the 
Orange County Sanitation District (OC San), is the world’s largest water purification system for indirect 
potable reuse. It recycles 100% of OC San’s reclaimable wastewater flows and produces 130 million 
gallons of high-quality water every day. This water is recharged into the Orange County Groundwater 
Basin, managed by OCWD, and eventually becomes part of the region’s drinking water supplies.  

“Thank you, NGWA, for recognizing our dedication to excellence in water supply management,” said 
OCWD President Cathy Green. “By recycling all local reclaimable wastewater flows, the GWRS 
maximizes water reuse in the region.” 

Online since 2008, the GWRS has produced more than 420 billion gallons of water and counting. It 
increases drinking water supplies in Orange County and decreases the need to import water from 
northern California and the Colorado River, offering a more cost-effective and energy-efficient local 
water supply. GWRS water has become a primary source used to refill the groundwater basin and has 
enabled OCWD’s 19 cities and local water retailers to pump more water from the basin and become 
more locally sustainable. 

The GWRS has been globally recognized for its sound engineering, innovative technology, and public 
outreach initiatives. To learn more about the GWRS or to book a tour, visit www.ocwd.com/gwrs. 
 
The Orange County Water District manages the local groundwater basin that provides 85% of the water supply for 19 cities 
and retail water districts in north and central Orange County, serving 2.5 million people. Guided by its commitment to sound 
planning and investment, high standards for water reliability, exceptional water quality, environmental stewardship, sound 
financial management, and transparency, OCWD has proactively implemented initiatives to protect and increase local water 
supplies. OCWD replenishes the basin, prevents seawater intrusion, and protects Orange County’s rights to Santa Ana River 
water. For more information about OCWD, please visit www.ocwd.com and follow @OCWaterDistrict on social media. 
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