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REVISED 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUBMITTAL 
 
Meeting Date: October 6, 2022 Budgeted: N/A 
  Budgeted Amount: N/A 
To: Communications/Leg. Liaison Cte Cost Estimate: N/A  
 Board of Directors Funding Source: N/A 
  Program/Line-Item No.: N/A 
From:  Mike Markus General Counsel Approval: N/A  
 Engineers/Feasibility Report: N/A 
Staff Contact: G. Ayala/A. Dunkin CEQA Compliance: N/A 
 
Subject:    FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Orange County Water District (OCWD; the District) federal advocate and staff will 
provide information regarding H.R 972 (Calvert R-CA-42) Wildlife Refuge Conservation 
and Recreation for the Community Act and federal PFAS funding. 
 
Attachment(s):   

• ENS Resources September Update 
• OCWD Federal Bill Matrix September 2022 
• H.R. 972 (Calvert R-CA-42) Wildlife Refuge Conservation and Recreation for the 

Community Act 
• Presentation 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Agendize for the October 19 Board meeting: Take the following position. 
 
Bill Number/Author Title Recommendation 
H.R. 972 (Calvert R-CA-42) 
 
 
 

Wildlife Refuge 
Conservation and 
Recreation for the 
Community Act 

Oppose unless amended 
 
(see OCWD draft amendment 
below) 

  
DISCUSSION / ANALYSIS 
 
Wildlife Refuge Conservation and Recreation for the Community Act (H.R. 972 
Calvert R-CA-42)  
 
Bill summary: Directs the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to establish the Western 
Riverside County Wildlife Refuge within the lands and waters of the Western Riverside 
County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan area. The acquisition boundaries of 
the Wildlife Refuge shall be established by the Secretary as the lands and waters within 
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the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Area (as 
described in the Final Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 
Plan dated June 17, 2003.) 
 
Identified supporters: County of Riverside, Western Riverside County Regional 
Conservation Authority (WRCRCA), Mayor Patricia Lock-Dawson (is a Board Member), 
Councilmember Erin Edwards (formerly served on the WRCRCA Board), Defenders of 
Wildlife, Hispanic Access Foundation, The Wilderness Society, Endangered Habitats 
League. 

As of this writing, identified concerns expressed by: Eastern Municipal Water District, 
Rancho California Water District, Riverside Flood Protection Agency. (please note 
OCWD took an “oppose unless amended” position on the similar bill S. 4669 Western 
Riverside National Wildlife Refuge Act (Feinstein, D–CA) 

Purpose as stated in the bill: To conserve habitats for future generations, support the 
recovery and protection of threatened and endangered species, develop habitat 
connectivity and migratory corridors, provide compatible wildlife dependent outdoor 
recreation opportunities, and facilitate fish and wildlife interpretation and education. 
 
Potential impacts: The proposed wildlife refuge could impact OCWD-Army Corps 
programs to capture Santa Ana River water at Prado Dam.  For example, if Army Corps 
transferred their Prado land into the refuge after the SAR Mainstem project is completed 
(Army Corps is major landowner in Prado Basin where land is inundated to conserve 
water for OCWD).  Additionally, the legislation could create obstacles of access to 
maintain facilities or install new facilities including renewable energy facilities. 
 
OCWD Draft Amendment: “Nothing in this Act precludes the impoundment or 
storage of water for the purposes of flood risk management, stormwater capture, 
water supply or water conservation.” 
 
OCWD Draft Amendment:  
 
“Nothing in this Act shall preclude or modify (1) existing water supply 
agreements or the diversion, impoundment, or storage of water for the purposes 
of flood risk management, stormwater capture, water supply, water conservation,  
related water district purposes, (2) recreational activities or (3) environmental 
mitigation or restoration. Additionally, the acquisition boundaries shall exclude 
areas shown in the attached map (map to be provided).” 
 
What amendment does: Provides safe harbor language by clarifying that water 
conservation agreements would not be adversely affected and ensure OCWD could 
continue Prado-related activities.   
 
Need for amendment: H.R. 972 does not have a savings clause.  Even if the bill doesn’t 
move forward on a stand-alone basis, the language could be included in other 
legislation, so gaining an amendment at this time would be a safeguard for future 
legislation. 
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H.R. 972 (Calvert R-CA-42) compared to S. 4669 Western Riverside National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (Feinstein, D - CA): Both bills would create authority for the federal 
government to acquire through voluntary donations lands for incorporation into the 
national wildlife refuge system. Two major differences include:  
(1) S. 4669 Western Riverside National Wildlife Refuge Act (Feinstein, D–CA) has a 
savings clause and H.R. 972 does not have a savings clause.  (Although, S. 4669 
Western Riverside National Wildlife Refuge Act (Feinstein, D–CA) has a savings clause, 
it is unclear that the provision would apply to water conservation as well as allow for 
unimpeded access to current and future facilities, thus OCWD took an “oppose unless 
amended” position on the bill.) 
 
(2) H.R. 972 would establish a process for the Secretary of the Interior to establish a 
refuge boundary within the MSHCP, S. 4669 Western Riverside National Wildlife 
Refuge Act (Feinstein, D–CA) would prescribe an acquisition boundary and specifies 
such via a map.  
 
Background: On June 17, 2003, Riverside County adopted a Multiple Species Habitat 
Conservaion Plan (MSHCP) to conserve 146 listed and sensitive species and their 
habitats. The MSHCP is a comprehensive, multi-jurisdictional effort that includes the 
County and fourteen cities.  From the Burrowing Owl to the Western Pond Turtle, the 
MSHCP managed by the Regional Conservation Authority (RCA) protects 146 animal 
and plant species, including 33 that are threatened or endangered, making it the largest 
habitat conservation plan in the United States.  
 
500,000 acres are required for the wildlife preserve under the MSHCP terms; 350,000 
of those acres are existing National Forest system land from Cleveland and San 
Bernardino National Forests and other state and federal land which has reserve value. 
The remaining 150,000 acres are to be acquired, one-third, by the state and federal 
governments, and two-thirds from private landowners through the RCA. Acquisitions are 
on a voluntary basis. 
 
The federal government and the state are required to acquire one-third of the necessary 
land for this wildlife preserve. As of this writing, the federal government has not met its 
goal. Central to RCA’s efforts to fulfill the acquisition of remaining lands is the 
establishment of a National Wildlife Refuge in Western Riverside County, which is the 
intent of H.R. 972. 
 
Federal PFAS Funding 
 
No new updates.  As previously reported, OCWD applied for earmark funding of $15 
million from Congress for OCWD’s PFAS cleanup project. Representative Young Kim 
(CA-39) supported the request at a lower amount and the House Appropriations bill now 
includes $5 million for OCWD’s PFAS cleanup project. The Senate must concur on the 
funding for it to come to fruition, which may happen sometime this fall. 
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As part of the federal infrastructure funding that was passed, there is $15 billion for 
cleanup that the EPA is administering through the SRF program with a focus on 
disadvantaged communities. 
 
ACTIVITIES 
 

• ENS Resources reached out to Congressman Calvert’s staff regarding H.R. 972 
and they stated an openness to work with OCWD to protect our operations and 
interests at Prado. 

• ENS Resources will request a meeting in-person with Congressman Calvert and 
OCWD in his district office to discuss OCWD’s proposed amendment to the bill. 

• OCWD staff and ENS Resources is developing a coaltion with other water 
agencies within the county to support a safe harbor provision. 

• ENS Resources is scheduling a meeting with Feinstein’s staff to discuss 
concerns with S. 4669 Western Riverside National Wildlife Refuge Act (Feinstein, 
D–CA). 
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