
MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
WITH COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATIVE LIAISON COMMITTEE

ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
January 9, 2014 @ 8 a.m.

Director Sidhu called the Communications and Legislative Liaison Committee meeting to
order in Conference Room C-2 at the District office. The Recording Secretary called the
roll as follows:

Committee Members
Harry Sidhu
Kathryn Barr
Cathy Green
Vincent Sarmiento (not present)
Steve Sheldon

Alternates
Roger Yoh
Shawn Dewane
Bruce Whitaker
Denis Bilodeau
Phil Anthony

(not present)

(arrived 8:20 a.m.)

OCWD Staff
Mike Markus, General Manager
Eleanor Torres, Director of Public Affairs
Judy-Rae Karlsen, Recording Secretary
Gina Ayala, John Kennedy, Greg Woodside

Others
Eric Saperstein - ENS Resources
Christopher Townsend, Cory Williams,
Heather Stratman - Townsend Public Affairs
John Earl - HB Surf City Voice
Ray Hiemstra - OC Coastkeeper
Milton Dardis

Teleconference
Casey Elliott - Townsend Public Affairs
Jim McConnell - McConnell & Associates

CONSENT CALENDAR

The Consent Calendar was approved upon motion by Director Green, seconded by Director
Barr and carried 5-0. (Yes - Directors Sidhu, Barr, Green, Sheldon, Dewane /No - 0).

1.  Minutes of Previous Meetinq

The Minutes of the November 7, 2013 Communications and Legislative Liaison
Committee meeting were approved as presented.

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

2. Federal Leq islative Update

Legislative consultant Eric Saperstein (ENS Resources) presented a briefing on legislative
activities in Washington D.C. and advised he is in the process of tracking federal funding
opportunities for Water Education programs. Director Green reported she is traveling to
Washington D.C. on business in late January and February and would be available to meet
with legislators.

Legislative consultant Jim McConnell teleconferenced into the meeting and provided the
Committee with his verbal report. The Committee took no action.

3.  State Le,q islative Update

Legislative consultant Casey Elliott (Townsend Public Affairs) teleconferenced into the meeting
and gave a briefing on legislative activity in Sacramento, CA. He advised that he was working



on assembling high level officials for a roundtable discussion on the Bay Delta Conservation
Plan (BDCP) and TPA staff will provide an Executive Summary of the BDCP paper that will
include a cost benefit analysis as requested by the Committee. General Manager Mike Markus
reminded the Committee that the comment period on the BDCP paper will end in mid-April and
he encouraged Committee members to read Chapter 7 of that document that focuses on
groundwater and off-river storage issues. The Committee took no action.

Director Bilodeau arrived at 8:20 a.m. during discussion of the next item.

4. State and Federal Leq islative Advocacy Services

General Manager Mike Markus reported that the District’s state and federal advocacy
agreements will expire at the end of June, and staff is seeking direction on how to proceed. He
noted the Board may choose to keep the current legislative advocates or direct staff to prepare
and issue a Request for Proposals for these specialized advocacy services. Mr. Markus stated
the District utilizes the services of Townsend Public Affairs for state legislative advocacy
issues, and James McConnell, Attorney at Law and Eric Saperstein of ENS Resources for
federal legislative consulting services.

Director Barr made a motion to renew the contracts with the current experienced legislative
advocates. Director Green seconded the motion. Director Sheldon stated that he would
support issuance of the Request for Proposals. He made a subsequent motion to approve the
staff recommendation authorizing staff to begin the Request for Proposals process. Director
Sheldon’s motion failed for lack of a second. The Committee discussed the District changing
priorities and there was a consensus of the Committee that the new priorities be incorporated
into the agreements and that staff returns to the Committee with proposed priorities and
legislative scopes of work, and the proposed consultant agreements for review and approval
prior to execution. The Committee then took the following action.

Upon motion by Director Barr, seconded by Director Green and carried [4-1] the
Committee recommended that the Board at its January 22 Board meeting: Authorize
renewal of agreements with Townsend Public Affairs, James McConnell, Attorney at
Law, and Eric Saperstein of ENS Resources; and direct staff to return to Committee with
agreements for final review and approval.
(Yes - Sidhu, Barr, Green, Dewane/ No - Sheldon)

Prior to the discussion on the next item, Director Sheldon announced that he had a potential
conflict of interest as his company has done work for Poseidon Resources in the past. He
excused himself at 8:53 a.m. and left the room.

5.  Ocean Desalination Citizens Advisory Committee

Mr. Markus advised that staff recommends suspending activity on establishing the Ocean
Desalination Citizens Advisory Committee (OCDAC) at this time due to a change in staffing
resources. He reported the Public Affairs department will continue keeping the community
informed about related District activities.

OC Coastkeeper representative Ray Hiemstra voiced his concern about the selection process
for the OCDAC. He stated the OCDAC is a critical and important Committee and stated it was
important that competent applicants are selected with balanced viewpoints.

Southeast Huntington Beach resident Milton Dardis voiced his concern that the membership on
the Committee had too many bureaucrats. He requested the membership roster contain
citizens, ratepayers and stakeholders with fair and equal representation. Mr. Dardis
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recommended that applicants be screened to determine if they received direct or indirect
compensation from Poseidon Resources. He was adamant that residents be given a voice in
these issues.

Huntington Beach Surf City Voice representative John Earl voiced his concern about the
sudden decision to table the OCDAC at this point in the process. He stated his opposition to
the secrecy and bias on the selection of the initial membership list proposed for the OCDAC
and he requested the process be more balanced and transparent.

Director Anthony stated support for deferring the OCDAC at this point because the Committee
has no agenda for discussion until the Coastal Commission has made a determination. He
reported the Board is listening to stakeholder’s comments regarding the selection and
composition of the Committee for the future.

Director Dewane reported that staff requested Debbie Cook to provide information on the
allegation that a member on the proposed OCDAC received compensation from OCWD. He
stated the District has not yet received a response. The Committee then took the following
action.

Upon motion by Director Dewane, seconded by Director Barr and carried [4-1], the
Committee recommended the Board at its January 22 Board meeting: Defer efforts
establishing the Ocean Desalination Citizens’ Advisory Committee.
(Yes - Sidhu, Barr, Dewane, Whitaker /No - Green)

6.  2013 Public Affairs Outreach Summary

Ms. Torres summarized District outreach activities and identified core department objectives
and priorities. She advised that staff will be scheduling appointments with Directors to discuss
priorities, outreach strategies and media relationships.

7.  Public Affairs Outreach Report: November/December 2013

Ms. Torres noted the staff report in the packet provides the details of the Public Affairs
outreach activities and media contacts during November and December. She advised that
there was at typo in the report and that staff gave a total of 192 tours. She presented a brief
update on the Children’s Drinking Water Festival and reviewed the staffing plan and related
issues in her department.

DETERMINATION OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS TO BE PLACED ON CONSENT CALENDAR FOR
JANUARY 22 BOARD MEETING

The Committee recommended that Items No. 4-5 be placed on the Consent Calendar for the
January 22 Board meeting.

DIRECTORS COMMENTS

Director Dewane expressed his appreciation to members of the public for participating in the
meeting. He noted that Board and Committee meetings are open to the public and the public is
invited to attend and participate.

Mr. Earl stated that Committee meetings may be considered "open meetings" but they are
difficult to attend at 8:00 a.m. Mr. Markus stated that Board meetings are scheduled at
5:30 p.m. to help accommodate public participation. He reported Committees make
recommendations that are considered and decided at Board meetings.



GENERAL MANAGERS’ COMMENTS

Mr. Markus reminded the Committee the quarterly GWRS Steering Committee meeting is
scheduled for Monday, January 13 at 5 p.m.

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the meeting was adjourned at
9:25 a.m.

Hairy Sidhu, Chair


