
MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
WATER ISSUES COMMITTEE

ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT
January 10, 2018 @ 8:00 a.m.

Director Green called the Water Issues Committee meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. in the District
Boardroom. The Assistant District Secretary called the roll and reported a quorum of the Committee
as follows.

Committee Members
Cathy Green
Phil Anthony (a

Bruce Whitaker
James Vanderbilt
Vicente Sarmiento
Alternates
Shawn Dewane (a

Steve Sheldon
Dina Nguyen
Roger Yoh
Denis Bilodeau

(absent)

(absent)

OCWD
Mike Markus -General Manager
Joel Kuperberg - General Counsel
Christina Fuller- Assistant District Secretary

ITEM TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED
General Manager Mike Markus stated that there is an informational item to add to today’s agenda
regarding North Basin Groundwater Remediation project. Upon motion by Director Whitaker,
seconded by Director Vanderbilt and carried [4-0], the Committee recommended to add the item to
today’s agenda.
Ayes - Green, Whitaker, Vanderbilt, Nguyen

CONSENT CALENDAR

The Consent Calendar was approved upon motion by Director Whitaker, seconded by Director
Nguyen, and carried [5-0].
Ayes - Green, Whitaker, Vanderbilt, Sheldon, Nguyen

1.  Minutes of Water Issues Committee Meetinq Held December 13, 2017

The Minutes of the Water Issues Committee meeting held December 13, 2017 were approved
as presented.

2.  A,q reement with DDB Enqineerin,q for the Preparation of 2017 GWRS Annual Report

Recommended by Committee for approval at January 17 Board meeting: Authorize issuance
of Agreement to DDB Engineering Inc. for an amount not to exceed $49,900 to provide
consulting services for the preparation of the calendar year 2017 GWRS Annual Report.

Agreement with Army Corps of Engineers for Forecast-informed Reservoir Operations (FIRO)
at Prado Dam

Recommended by Committee for approval at January 17 Board meeting: Authorize execution
of an agreement with the United States Army Corps of Engineers for the Forecast Informed
Reservoir Operations study subject to approval as to form by District’s General Counsel, for
an amount not to exceed $45,000.



Agreement with University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) For Research Project on NDMA
Precursor Characterization

Recommended by Committee for approval at January 17 Board meeting: Authorize execution
of Agreement with UCLA for an amount not to exceed $23,000 for the NDMA Precursor PRAM
Research Project.

Contract No. SAR-2013-2, Upper and Lower Five Coves Rehabilitation Project: Request for
Proposals (RFP) Construction Manaqement and Inspection Services

Recommended by Committee for approval at January 17 Board meeting: Authorize issuance
of RFP for Construction Management and Inspection Services for the Upper and Lower Five
Coves Rehabilitation Project.

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

6. Alamitos Seawater Barrier 2018-19 Operations and Maintenance Budqet

Chief Hydrogeologist Roy Herndon reminded the committee that in 1964, the District entered into an
"Agreement for the Cooperative Implementation of Alamitos Barrier Project," with the Los Angeles
County Flood Control District (now part of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works -
LACDPW). He stated under the terms of the agreement, the LACDPW operates and maintains the
Alamitos Seawater Barrier and its physical facilities under the direction of the interagency Joint
Management Committee (JMC). He reported each year the JMC reviews and recommends for
approval an O&M budget for the upcoming fiscal year. Mr. Herndon stated the total O&M budget is
divided between LACDPW and the District in proportion to the water injected into the barrier by each
agency. He reported that based on anticipated injection with 17 new injection wells coming on line in
summer 2018, the District’s share of total injection (7,400 AF/year) is estimated to be about 40% or
3,000 AF/year.

He advised that on November 1, 2017, the JMC proposed a total O&M budget of $1,860,000 for
2018-19, of which the District’s estimated 40% share is $744,000. He stated that staff recommends
Board approval of the O&M budget and payment of the District’s share.

Upon motion by Director Whitaker, seconded by Director Sarmiento and carried [5-0], the
Committee recommended that the Board at its January 17 meeting: Approve the
Alamitos Barrier 2018-19 total O&M budget in the amount of $1,860,000, and authorize
payment of the District’s share not to exceed $744,000 payable to the Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works after receipt and review of invoices.

A yes - Green, Whitaker, Vanderbilt, Sarmiento, Sheldon

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

7. Update on Newport Bay Watershed Executive Committee

Executive Director Greg Woodside provided an update on the Newport Bay Watershed Executive
Committee. He stated the Executive Committee was formed in 1983 to oversee sediment control
measures in the Newport Bay Watershed with the mission to provide a management framework for
cooperation on sediment, water quality and water resource issues in the Central Watershed
Management Area. Mr. Woodside discussed the existing collaboration with agencies in Executive
Committee and provided additional ways to participate if the District should desire.



8.  Groundwater Producer Pumpin.q Capacity

Executive Director John Kennedy stated that the Board recently requested information on the
Groundwater Producers pumping capacity. He reported that staff surveyed each of the Groundwater
Producers in 2017 to assess each Producer’s ability to pump up to a higher Basin Production
Percentage (BPP). He advised that the number of wells a Producer has is directly tied to the
Producers total water demands particularly meeting demands during the peak summer months. Mr.
Kennedy stated the Producers operate unique systems; some producers can easily pump up to 75%
BPP while others struggle to pump up to 75%. He stated that as total water demands decrease, as
has recently occurred, it is easier for a Producer to meet the 75 percent BPP as less groundwater
needs to be pumped. He advised that as a Producer’s total water demands increase, the Producer
may have to construct new wells to continue pumping at the 75 percent level.

Mr. Kennedy reported that if the District was able to develop economical additional water supply
projects to recharge greater amounts of water into the groundwater basin to support establishing a
higher BPP, it would send a financial signal to the Producers to construct additional extraction wells
and supporting infrastructure to allow them to pump up to the higher level. He added that the higher
the BPP is established, it becomes questionable in staff’s opinion if all of the Producers would be
able to construct the necessary wells and infrastructure to pump up to the higher level. He stated
that this would then put the District in an undesirable situation of having Producers pumping at
varying levels resulting in different water supply costs. He stated that OCWD management goal for
all Producers to have the same water supply cost. He advised that staff is reviewing cost with
Producers.

Residents for Responsible Desalination representative Joe Geever addressed the committee on this
item. He requested that statements regarding Poseidon costs from OCWD be consistent with what
OCWD reports to state regulators and questioned residency time for GWRS water.

9.  Update on Prado Basin Feasibility Study

Mr. Woodside stated the District is working with the Army Corps of Engineers on the Prado Basin
Feasibility Study which is evaluating ecosystem restoration, sediment management, and increased
water conservation at Prado. He stated the alternatives evaluated in the study have been revised to
reduce the overall cost of the sediment management measures. He discussed the sedimentation in
Prado basin and the pending aggregate shortage in Southern California.

10.  Maps of Disadvanta,qed Communities in Oranqe County

Mr. Woodside stated that at the December 6, 2017 Board meeting, a question arose regarding how
Disadvantaged Communities are identified by the state. He reported that the California Department
of Water Resources (DWR) provides mapping of disadvantaged communities in the state. He
advised that the mapping is provided based on US Census data for census block groups and census
tracts and that census blocks are smaller geographic units than census tracts.

ITEM TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED

11. North Basin Groundwater Rernediation Project

Director of Special Projects Bill Hunt reminded the committee that the District has been working with
the EPA on the North Basin Groundwater Remediation project. He reported that the EPA announced
that the North Basin is proposed for listing to the National Priorities list (NPL). He stated the NPL is
the list of sites of national priority among the known releases or threatened releases of hazardous
substances, pollutants, or contaminants throughout the United States and its territories. He advised
The NPL is intended primarily to guide the EPA in determining which sites warrant further
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investigation. EPA Acting Assistant Director of the Superfund Program Region 9 Caleb Shaffer
reviewed the NPL process stating there will be a 60 day public comment period before the final
decision is made whether the site will be placed on the NPL.

ITEMS TO BE AGENDIZED AS A MATTER FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE JANUARY 17
BOARD MEETING

It was agreed to agendize Items No. 2-6 on the Consent Calendar for the January 17 Board meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 a.m.

CHathy Gr .~n@ai~-


