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MEMO 
To:  Mike Markus, General Manager, Orange County Water District 

From:  Christopher Townsend, President 
  Heather Stratman, Senior Director 
  Casey Elliott, State Capitol Director 
  Cori Williams, Senior Associate 
 
Date:  January 5, 2015 

Subject: Monthly Political and Activity Report 

 
 
Specific Activities for the Month 
 
 On December 9, TPA participated in an ACWA conference call to discuss the IRWD legislative 

proposal. TPA provided notes from this call to OCWD staff. 
 

 On December 10, TPA provided OCWD staff with an article for the monthly newsletter on the 
results of the November election. 

 
 On December 12, TPA provided OCWD staff with a strategy outline on the timeline and 

process for release of the 2014 water bond funds. 
 

 On December 15, TPA arranged and attended a meeting with Assembly Member Travis Allen 
to discuss the Districts upcoming priorities. 
 

 On December 17, TPA monitored the State Water Resource Control Board Drought workshop 
and provided staff with a summary of discussion. 

 
 On December 22, per OCWD request, TPA provided OCWD staff with information from the 

State Archives as it relates to the OCWD District Act. 
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State Political Update 
 
On December 1st, the 2015-16 Legislative Session began and the newly elected members of the 
California State Assembly and California State Senate were sworn into office. While a handful of 
bills were introduced when the legislative session began, the majority of legislative activity will 
occur after the Legislature reconvenes from the holiday break leading up to the bill introduction 
deadline on Friday, February 27th. 

In early December, Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins (D-San Diego) announced the appointment of 
Assembly committee chairs for the 2015-16 session. Assembly Member Marc Levine (D-San 
Rafael) is the new chair of the Assembly Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee, while Assembly 
Member Luis Alejo (D-Watsonville) remains chair of the Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials 
Committee.  In addition, Assembly Member Brian Maienschein (R-San Diego) is the new chair of 
the Local Government Committee, while Assembly Member Lorena Gonzalez (D-San Diego) is 
the new vice chair. 

On December 17th, Senate Pro Tem Kevin de Leon announced the appointment of Senate 
committee chairs for 2015-16 session. Senator Fran Pavely (D-Agoura Hills) will remain the chair 
of Natural Resource and Water Committee, Senator Cathleen Galgiani (D-Stockton) will chair the 
Agriculture Committee, and Senator Bob Wieckowski (D-Fremont) will chair the Environmental 
Quality Committee. Senate Committee Chairs will be formally adopted on January 7th, when the 
Senate Rules Committee convenes. 

On January 2nd, Governor Brown announced the reappointment of Felicia Marcus as the Chair of 
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). Marcus was first appointed to the SWRCB 
in 2012, and became the Chair in 2013. 

On Friday, January 9th, Governor Brown will introduce the January Budget for fiscal year 2015-
16. The Governor’s January budget proposal is expected to include a broad outline of where the 
Governor would like to see funds allocated from the water bond through the 2015-16 fiscal year 
budget. The Governor’s January state budget proposal language may include specifics on where 
the money will be distributed, or what the specific funding programs he would prioritize funding 
for, but the majority of those details will be ironed out by the Legislature and Administration 
through the committee process. The implementation language will need to move through the 
legislative process, and be passed by both Houses of the Legislature, in order to become law. 
The Legislature may also choose to pursue implementing legislation outside of the budget 
process, which would not need to be approved until later in the legislative session.   

While there was higher than average seasonal rain throughout California in the month of 
December, the majority of the state, 94 percent, still remains in severe drought conditions. Data 
released on December 18th from the US drought monitor show that 78 percent of the state in 
extreme drought, and 32 percent in exceptional drought. This represents a difference of 2 percent 
and 23 percent in these two respective categories compared to conditions on December 9th. While 
the rain received in December represents a positive trend within the State, NASA predicts the 
State needs approximately 11 trillion gallons of water to return to pre-drought conditions.  
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Lastly, on December 17th, the SWRCB held a drought workshop to explore potential ideas for 
dealing with the State’s continued drought conditions. Discussion included identifying which steps 
that have already been taken were successful, and what, if any, new information should be 
collected from water agencies. At the beginning of the workshop a statewide drought update was 
given. The report disclosed that 55 percent of California is still in extraordinary drought, and there 
has been slow improvement to reservoir conditions, which remain in the low to mid 30th percent 
level. Further, snowpack in the Sierra Nevada mountains is about half of its normal level of water 
content.   

 

 


