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GROUNDWATER REPLENISHMENT SYSTEM SETS NEW RECORD FOR
MOST WATER RECYCLED IN A YEAR

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif. (July 25, 2018) - The Orange County Water District (OCWD) and Orange
County Sanitation District (OCSD) recently achieved another important milestone with their joint-
project, the Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS). The facility produced 105,659 acre-feet of
water in the 2017-2018 fiscal year, which is the largest quantity of purified water that the GWRS has
ever produced in a year since the project came online in 2008. Recently, the GWRS also set an official
GUINNESS WORLD RECORD for the most wastewater recycled to drinking water in 24 hours. Around the
world there are facilities similar to the GWRS, but it is considered the largest of its kind.

“Setting new records helps bring positive attention to the reliability of recycled water,” stated OCWD
Executive Director of Operations Mehul Patel. “All the water that the GWRS produces meets or exceeds
drinking water standards; it’s a safe, dependable source of water that has helped our region become less
susceptible to droughts. | am proud of both our agency staffs’ accomplishments and dedication to
implementing efficiencies to ensure the highest quality and quantity possible. It takes both of our
agencies to continue to be successful.”

The GWRS takes treated wastewater from OCSD and purifies it using a three-step advanced purification
process. “We are honored to partner with OCWD in ensuring strict source control of the feed water and
maximizing the treated waste flows going into the GWRS,” stated OCSD Assistant General Manager,
Robert Thompson. “We have made significant investments and have dedicated resources to getting as
much treated wastewater possible into the GWRS.”

The project has been in operation for more than 10 years and has produced more than 258 billion
gallons to date. The GWRS currently produces 100 million gallons a day of water to inject into the
Orange County Groundwater Basin, managed by OCWD, to increase local drinking water supplies and to
prevent seawater intrusion. Work will soon be underway to expand its capacity to produce 130 million
gallons a day of purified recycled water—enough water for 1 million people. “The final expansion will
allow the region to recycle 100 percent of OCSD’s reclaimable wastewater, which will be yet another
first in the wastewater and water recycling industry,” added Thompson.

This increased capacity, expected to occur upon completion of the final expansion of the project in 2023,
will continue the legacy of the GWRS in establishing records in advanced water purification and setting
an example for communities struggling with water shortages.
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About the Orange County Water District

OCWD is committed to enhancing Orange County’s groundwater quality and reliability in an
environmentally friendly and economical manner. The following cities rely on the groundwater basin,
managed by OCWD, to provide 75 percent of their water demands: Anaheim, Buena Park, Costa Mesa,
Cypress, Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, Irvine, La Palma, Los Alamitos,
Newport Beach, Orange, Placentia, Santa Ana, Seal Beach, Stanton, Tustin, Villa Park, Westminster and
Yorba Linda. For more information about the Orange County Water District, please visit www.ocwd.com.

About the Orange County Sanitation District

OCSD is a public agency that provides wastewater collection, treatment, and recycling for approximately
2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County. OCSD is a special district that is governed by
a 25-member Board of Directors comprised of 20 cities, four special districts, and one representative
from the Orange County Board of Supervisors. OCSD has two operating facilities that treat wastewater
from residential, commercial and industrial sources. For more information, about the Orange County
Sanitation District visit www.ocsd.com or call (714) 962-2411.
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